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HE Editor of the following Pages humbly offers 
. them to the Public as an account of the late Diſputes 

that have happened here between the Proprietors c. 
of the New Rooms, and the Subſcribers to the Old ones. 
He preſumes they will be better underflood from the papers 
wwhith each party have printed on their behalf, than from 
any account that could otherwiſe be given. He has not 
added any thing more of his own than what is juſt ſuffici- 
ent to connect the parts, and ſpecify where neceſſary the 
peculiar occafion on which any of the papers were written. 
He has inſerted all on both fides tlas were publiſhed on 
general ſubjes, but has ſuppreſſed fuck as reflected on 
private charafers, which he apprehends would be conſi- 
dered as very improper to be introduced on ſich occaſions, 
Nor has he preſumed to give any opinion of his own rela- 
tive to the merits of the cauſe, but leaves that to the 
Impartial Public. 
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Page 14. 1. 13, read thoughtful. 
15, 1. 6, read, make uſe of ſo vulgar an expreſſion, 
16, I. 12, read, it is my opinion. 
29, J. 7, read, paſſaſſing the latter. 
I. 23, read, neither in manners or ſtile. 
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COLLECTION, &. 


N the 18th of October 1774, Mr. Wapx, 
Maſter 'of the Ceremonies, ſent ci 
Cards to the Nobility and Gentry, Subſcribers to 
the public Amuſements, requeſting their Atten- 
dance at York-Houſe on Thurſday the 2oth,In 
Conſequence whereof, the following Addreſs ap- 
peared in the Bath Chronicle on the 19th: 1 


To WILLIAM WADE, Eſq; M. C. 
SIR, 19th October, 1774. 


AVING been a conſtant viſitor at Bath for 
| twenty years, I am exceedingly hurt when I 
compare the preſent diſorderly ſtate of your amuſe- 
ments, with thoſe I enjoyed during the reign of 
your illuſtrious predeceſſor Mr. Naſh, who abſo- 
lutely direfted them all. I am informed that you 
are not inveſted with any ſuch power, and that the 
amuſements at preſent are chiefly conducted by 
the Maſters of the Ryoms, in which caſe it is im- 


B poſſible 


(PI 
N the harmony of this place can be re- 
ored to us. | | 


When I reflect on the ſervices done this city 
yy ſo diſtinguiſhed a character as Field-Marſhal 

ade, your uncle, I feel much that his nephew 
ſhould fill the ſtation of Maſter of the Ceremo- 
nies at Bath in part only; for. I am informed that 
in the regulation of many principal parts of the 
amuſements, 1 have not even a negative voice. 
—You are allowed, Sir, to be well qualified for 
your office; do, therefore, exert yourſelf, and feel 
your proper conſequence, in order that the amuſe. 
ments may be juſtly —_— and equally divided 
between the New and Old Aſſembly-Rooms; for 
till that is done, and they are opened alternately 
as uſual, it is impoſſible for the company to mix in 
-that pleaſing manner which heretofore rendered 
Bath fo agreeable to every one. I am informed 
that to-morrow a meeting will be held at York- 
Houſe, of ſeveral reſpectable gentlemen, to conſi- 
der of ſome uſeful alterations in the amuſements; 
when I doubt not but youll chearfully have that 
ſupport'in all proper meaſures, that your imparti- 
ality and endeavours to accommodate the compan 
will juſtly entitle you to. I am, Sir, your moſt 

humble ſervant, | 
f An old Subſcriber to your Amuſements, 

L We * and a Mell. M iſher to Bath. 


The day aſter the above- mentioned meetin 
Mr. Wade publicly requeſted the attendance o 
the Nobility and Gentry, ſubſcribers to the amuſe- 
ments, on Tueſday the 26th of October, at the 
 Town-hall, in order to receive the report of the 
Committee appointed at that meeting. Previous 
to this, the following letter, &c. appeared in the 
Bath Journal; To 


—_— 
To te PRINTER. 


leave to communicate the following regu- 

lations for the Rooms, fo aws Fat and that 

are to be propoſed to the public, I hear, next 

Tueſday, by the honourable Committee they elett- 
ed for the forming them. 

Monday, Gyde's Public Ball. 1 


Tueſday, the Concert, which is to be one wee 
at Gyde's, the other at the New Rooms. | 


Wedneſday, the Cotillon Ball, to be always at 
the New Rooms, and Gyde's Rooms to be open 
the ſame night for Cards, | 


Thurſday, Private card night at the Rooms the 
concert 1s not at in that week. 


Friday, the Public Ball at the New Rooms. 
Saturday, always private card night at Gyde's. 


Sunday to be open alternately; and the Rooms 
to be opened in the mornings as uſual, the new re- 
gulations extending only to the evening amuſe- 
ments. | | e 0 


Capt. Wade to be the Guardian of theſe laws, 
and to conſider himſelf as he has hitherto been con- 
lidered, the Servant of the Public only. 


Theſe I hear are the regulations formed by the 
Committee, and I have no doubt but every well- 
wither to this city, and to that ſociality which uſed 
to be the chief pleaſure of the place, will moſt 
heartily join in them.—The rank and character 
of the Gentlemen who have kindly taken this 
trouble on them for the peace and ſervice of the 
city, mult give a ſtrength to the juſtice and impar- 
tiality of their determinations, and prevent even 
the moſt partial and intereſted from objecting to 

B 2 them, 


4 
them. The very great advantage the New Rooms 
will enjoy from the Cotillon Balls, which are the 
moſt profitable, being entirely aſſigned to them, 
muſt prevent the very ſhadow of an objection from 


that quarter; and tho' there may be two or three 


inhabitants in the Upper Town, who do not wiſh 
to give the leaſt encouragement to Gyde's Rooms, 
they will certainly find the two balls in a week at 
the Upper ones ſufficient to keep their families in 
dancing exerciſe, -, | 


The Company will now know where to meet 
each other, and the reproach I hope be removed, 
which had fallen on the inhabitants, that contrary 
to the cuſlom and good-manners of every other 
place, inſtead of contributing to the pleaſure and 
accommodation of the Strangers reſorting here, 
they made the town both unſocial and difagreeable 
ta them; not conſidering that the cheapneſs and 
elegance of their entertainments aroſe from the 
ſubſcriptions of the ſtrangers; the reſidenters fre- 
quenting the roonis and balls the whole ſeaſon for 
the ſame ſubſcription, that a ſtranger pays only for 
two or three weeks viſit perhaps —We may now 
hope that the litile party abuſe and nonſenſe of Up- 
— and Lower Town, and New Rooms and Old 
ooms will be at an end, and that the general body 

of the proprietors, inſtead of being the tools of a 
few 2 men, and influencing their friends 
to ſorm private routs, &c. on the nights of the 
Lower Rooms, will endeavour totally to aboliſh a 
cuſtom ſo contrary to the old rules of Bath, and ſo 
prejudicial to all the amuſements here.— I hope 
too that the preſent ſubſcribers and encouragers of 
the new-eſtabliſhed private Concerts, will have 
good- nature enough to conſider, that however pro- 


per and convenient ſuch a plan may be in London, 
in 


( 6. ) 


in ſo ſmall a place as Bath, where the places of 
amuſement are ſo eaſily viſited, and fo well con- 
ducted, where the whole encouragement too, that 
can be given them, will but barely ſupport them, it 
not only makes an envious and unſocial diſtinction, 
but is an injury both to the public and thoſe who 
adventure — property and dedicate their ſervices 
for their entertainment. — In the hope that there 
will not be any perſon ſo unreaſonabſe as to object 
to the Committee's very ſair regulations on Tueſ- 
day next, I remain, vſith the ſincereſt wiſhes for 
the City's welfare and happineſs, 9 
She: Your's & Mo. 

N 


To the Nobility and Gentry, Subſcribers to the 
Amuſements at Bath. 


\ \ E have now great reaſon to hope, by the in- 
terpoſition of Jome reſpetctable noblemen 

and gentlemen, that the amuſements of this ci 
are ſpeedily to undergo ſuch regulations as promife 
to reſtore to us that pleaſing ſociety which hereto- 
fore rendered the Aſſemblies at Bath unequalled, 
and which by the preſent plan cannot poſſibly give 
that general fatisfaRion, When this 1s accom- 
pliſhed, I hope we ſhall again become one harmo- 
nious people, and that private parties will then 
daily decreaſe; to diſcourage which the late Mr. 
Naſh thought it his duty to exert himſelf in a par- 
ticular manner, deeming them deſtructive to the 
ſociety of this city. Mr. Wade muſt, no doubt, 
view thoſe private aſſemblies in the ſame light, 
and he will deſerve the thanks of the public by 
treating them in the like manner; and it is to be 
hoped that every gentleman will uſe his influence 


B 3 jor 


n | 
for that purpoſe, which muſt N= the brilliancy 


of the rooms by drawing thither a greater number 
of ladies. I am not a young man, and yet I retain 
a pleaſing remembrance of the fair ſex —_— 
at the rooms mornings as well as evenings, whic 
in my opinion contributed not a little to the ſe- 
licity of many, as well as to that of 
An Old SUBSCRIBER. 


— — IF PF" 4 


To the Nobility and Gentry, > aaa to the 
7 Amuſements at Bath. | 
1 * muſt be admitted, that the companx reſorting 
to this place, are highly obliged to our reſpec- 
table committee, for their laudable endeavours to 
regulate the amuſements. | 


But it is reported, that one of ſuch regulations 
diretts the ſhutting up of the public rooms alter- 
nately on 3 hyp AY which, if it includes 
the mornings as well as evenings, will certainly be 
attended with great inconvenience, and prejudice 
to the healths of thouſands of invalids, who now 
do, or ſhall hereaſter, frequent Bath for the benefit 
of theſe ſalutary waters; to the drinking whereof, 

mm-orning exerciſe is allowed to be a great and in 
many caſes a neceſſary auxiliary. | 


But in wet and ſtormy weather, (which too fre- 
-quently happens here) ſuch exercife cannot be had 
any where ſo pleaſant, dry, warm, and extenſive, 
das in the public rooms, — FH 


They ought therefore to be kept open, eſpeci- 
ally for the uſe of the water - drinkers, to many of 

uv hom it is a real amuſement, and as ſuch is pur- 
- as chaſed 


— 


1 

-haſed by the fubſcription for walking. And as 
this — * — . not interfere with the 
avowed intention of the committee, (which is to 
promote the aſſociation of all the company at the 
public entertainments) it is ſubmitted to the con- 
ſideration of our candid and humane committee, 
as well as to all the ſubſcribers in general, whether 
the above regulations ſhould not be amended, by 
confining the ſhutting up of the public rooms to 
the evenings only. : | 


It is preſumed, that in the wording of the new 
regulations due attention will be given to the ne- 
cellary alterations of the public days in Lent— 
And alſo that the reſpective proprietors of the 
rooms may have the free uſe of their coffee-rooms 
and billiard tables as formerly. 


An INVALID, and SUBSCRIBER. 


RE me—_— 


On Wedneſday the 26th the following reſolu- 
tions were publiſhed in the Bath Chronicle : 


BATH, October goth, 1774. 


T a meeting of the Nobility and Gentlemen 

this day held at Vork-Houſe, to conſider of 

the Public Amuſements of the place, GEORGE 
Hur, Eſq; in the Chair, Mr. Wan produced 
and read the following Paper, received by him 


in May laſt from the Proprietors of the New 
Rooms : | 


Bath, May the 1oth, 1774, It is the opinion 
ol the Proprietors at a general meeting, that the 
* negle&t of the Maſter of the Ceremonies in at- 
* tending the rooms in the mornings and evenings, 
© when there is neither a Ball, Concert, or Cotil- 


© lon, 


* fuch engagements as ma 


'* anſwer is reque 


their opinion thereon. 


1 8 1 


* Jon, is a matter of juſt complaint: And, as the 
« Maſter of the Ceremonies may probably have 
revent him giving 
* the defired attendance, it is therefore thought 
«expedient to appoint a deputy to aſſiſt the ſaid 


 < Maſter of the Ceremonies, unleſs he ſhall think 


proper to devote half of his time to the ſervice 
Of the Coupon at the ſaid Rooms. A written 
ed.” 


Upon Conſideration had of which Paper, 
\, RESOLVED, 


— iſt. That it is the opinion of this meeting, that 
Mr. WADE has conducted the amuſements at 


Bath to the ſatisfaction of the 13 and that he 
is highly deſerving oſ the thanks of this meeting. 


| 2d. That Mr. WAR, having been appointed 


by the public Maſter of the Ceremonies, is re- 


ſponſible to them only for his conduct, and that ha- 


ving already ſo diſcharged the ſame to general ſa- 


tisfaction, he be deſired to continue and take upon 
him the ſole direction of all the amuſements at the 
public rooms by open ſubſcription, And in order 
to preſerve that independence ſo eſſential to the 
due diſcharge of the truſt repoſed in him, it is 
the ſenſe of this meeting that he be not under the 
controul of the Proprietors or Managers of eithe 


of the Public Rooms, or any other fe ſe - 


of people. It was then propoſed and agreed, that 
a b be appointed to conſider of ſuch re- 
gulations as ſhall appear at preſent further expedi- 
ent relative to the amuſements of the place, and 
to report the ſame to the ſubſcribers at large, with 


And 


Fo freed fred woo a 


( 


9 :) 


And a committee was, appointed accordingly, 
conſiſting of the following Noblemen and Gen- 


tlemen ; 


Rt. Hon. Ld. Cadogan 9 


Rt. Hon. Ld. Camden 
Rt. Han. Ld. Southwell 
George Hunt, Eſq. 
Cornwallis Maude, Eſq. 
Major-Gen. Johnſton 


. John Smith, Eſq. 


Robert Waller, Eſq. -. 
Col. Campbell 
Col. Hodges 

ames Kerr, Eſq. 
Matthew Bunbury, Eſq. 
Thomas Matthews, Eſq. 


Hugh Hammerfley, Eſq. 


— a £4 — — — - 
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BATH, OR. 20th, 1774. | | 


nobility and gentlemen, 


aſter excepted ) 


| AT a meeting then held at York-Houſe of the 
Commitee appointed the ſame day by the 


to conſider of ſuch regu- 


lations as ſhall appear at preſent * relative 
to che public amuſements of the p 


PRESENT, George Hunt, Eſq; in the Chair, 
Right Hon. Lord Cadogan, Right Hon. Lord 
Camden, Right Hon. Lord Southwell, Cornwallis 
Maude, Eſq. Major-General Johnſton, John Smith, 
Eſq. Robert Waller, Eſq. Col. Campbell, Col. 
Hodges, James Kerr, Matthew Bunbury, Thomas 
Matthews, and Hugh Hammerſley, Eſqrs. 


RESOLVED Nu. Cog, 


1ſt, That only one of the Public Rooms be o- 
pened on the ſame day for balls, concerts, or cards, 
or any other public entertainment, (except as here- 


Ace. 


2d. That the Rooms be opened alternately on 
Sundays, and the New. Rooms to be opened firſt 
on Sunday the goth inſtant, as uſual. _ 


3d. That 


(10 


5 | 3d. That there be a Cotillon Ball on Wednef. 
day, and at the Upper Rooms only. 


4th. That in conſideration of the advantage 
given to the Upper Rooms in the preceding arti- 
cle, liberty be given to open the Lower Rooms on 
the ſame Wedneſday in every week for cards 
only; 18 regard to the rotation otherwiſe eſta- 
iſhed. | 


Sth. That the general Subſcription-Balls be at 
the Old Rooms on Mondays, and at the New Wl 
Rooms on Fridays.---This regulation to take place 
on Monday ſe'nnight, the git inſtant.* 


6th. That the Concerts be on Tueſdays only al. 
ternately at the two Rooms, and a book opened 
by Mr. Wade for that purpoſe on the uſual terms; 
but this is not to interfere with the preſent Con- 
cert, which is conſidered as a private one as far 
as the ſubſcriptions already made. 


7th. That the ſubſcribers to the ſubſiſting Con- 
cert be invited to accede to the new-propoſed 
Concert ; and on relinquiſhing their ſubſcriptions 
to the former Concert, be admitted as fubſcribers 
to the latter without any further payment. 


8th. That the Rooms be opened for Cards on | 
Thurſdays at the New Rooms, and on Saturdays 
at the Old Rooms. | 


gth. That the Concerts be under the direction 
of Mr. Wade, taking to his aſſiſtance Dr. Har 
rington, Mr. Penton, Mr. Kerr, Mr. Matthews, 
the Dean of Oſſory, and Mr. Brodie, or a majo- 
BEIT Bred rity 
At an adjourned meeting of the Committee, this 


Reſolution was altered, and the ball fixed to be at the 
New Rooms on Monday, and at the Old Rooms Friday. 


len 


G) 
rity of ſuch of them as ſhall attend on notice from 


him.) 1 fared a2; 1 4 30 

10th. The Rooms on Thurſdays and Saturdays 
to begin at the New Rooms on Thurſday the gd 
day of November next. 


11th. That all ſubſcripions determine as the re- 
ſpettive ſubſcribers and their families leave the 
place, of which they are deſired to give notice at 
the Rooms. 3 EL TH | 

That theſe Reſolutions be reported to the ſub- 
W ſcribers at the Town-Hall on Tueſday next the 
esch day of October inſtant, at eleven o'clock in 
che forenoon preciſely, and Mr. Wade be deſired 

to give public notice for that purpoſe. " 


d Cadogan | Jer. Hodges 
85 Camden obert Campbell 
11 Southwell [ Hugh Hammerſley 
Ar 1. Johnſton Cornw. Maude 

at. Bunbury Smith 
n- Tho. Matthews ob. Waller. 
ſed George Hunt 


At an adjourned meeting, the names of theſe gen- 
lemen were omitted. | 


K ——— 8 ä 


— 


TOWN-HALL, BATH, 25m OR. 1774. 


T is the reſolntion of this meeting, that both the 
New and Old Rooms be opened in the morn- 
g as uſual. 


It is the opinion of this meeting that Mr. Wade 
> defired to inform the Proprietors of both the 
00ms of theſe reſolutions. | | 


5 It 


0 7 | 
It is the opinion of this meeting, that theſe re- 

ſolutions be printed in the public papers. 
_ GEORGE HUNT in che Chair. 


* 


— NRW ASSEMBLY-ROOMS, Oct. 26, 1774. 


THE ſeveral Amuſements at theſe Rooms, in 


1 particular the Concert on this evening, will 
be continued agreeable to the ſubſcriptions. 
| WILLIAM DUNN. 


NEW ASSEMBLY-ROOMS, OR. 26; _ 
HE Nobility, and Geniry are moſt reſpectfully 
| : that the Balls and other Amuſe- 


ments, at theſe Rooms, will be continued agree- 


able to the terms of the ſubſcriptions; and that the 
Rooms will be opened at all times as uſual. 


WILLIAM DUNN. 


In conſequence of this Advertiſement from the 
New Rooms, Mr. Wade rer to the band 
of muſic (over whom the Maſter of the Ceremo- 
nies has ever had the abſolute controul) to attend 
the ball at Gyde's Rooms the Monday following, 
on pain of being diſcharged. The caſe of ens 
uſeful people would en er have been truly piti- 
able, as they were under engagements to the ol 
prietors of the New Rooms, had not the adjourned 
meeting on the 29th reſcinded the reſolution re- 
ſpecting the Monday's ball, and agreed to give up 
that day as uſual to the New Rooms. 


To 


7” 


and indeed could not be diſputed 


1A 2 
T te PRINTER. 


Sts, ORober 26, 1774. 


Was laſt night at one of the coffee-houſes in 
this town, and as at this time the ſubje& of our 
party diſputes is What engroſſes almoſt the whole 
of our converſation, fo it was what made up the 
greateſt part of it there. A variety of opinions 
were maintained with great warmth, and even ani- 
moſity, on all ſides : But the people of moderation 
ſeemed all unanimouſly to concur in opinion,“ that 
as the Proprietors of the Rooms had a, right to 
er upon what terms they thought proper, 
(lor that was a point acknowledged on all hands, 
| j ſo they thought 
it difficult to conceive, that after having ſubſcribed 
to their terms, a ſet of gentlemen could be found, 


who could be ſo unreaſonably enraged _ them, 


merely for fulfilling theit agreement.” And indeed, 


ſetting aſide the injuſtice of the thing, a ſtronger 


proof can hardly be given of a weak mind, than-to 
enter into a contract firſt, and find fault with it, 
and wiſh to recede from it afterwards. This wil- 
dom is a jewel one might pick up from the very 
dunghill of the ſtables, (were one not too proud to 


ſtoop for it) ſince there is not an oſtler but will toll 


tell you to look before you buy. But there they 
very wiſely ſtop ſhort, and never recommend ta 
you to quarrel with your purchaſe afterwards, 


The converſation turned next upon the office of 
Maſter of the Ceremonies. Some faid, they had 


declared him omnipotent, (fuch-was the ridiculous 


and profane expreſſion they choſe to make uſe of) 


others were very gravely and ſeriouſly of opinion, 
e. | that 


6314) 


; that that could not very well be: In ſhort, words 
5 were beginning to run very bigh, when luckily 
1 ſomebody ſtarted a hint, that he ſhould be glad to 
1 have the office of a Maſter of the Ceremonies 


defined. | 2 


' Upon this a perſon (whoſe name I do not know) 
ol a getiteel appearance, good figure, and anima- 

ted and penetrating countenance; and who, though 

he had been ſilent all the while, ſufficiently teffi- 
_ tied by the emotions in his face, that he had all a- 
long diſapproved of what had been ſaid, began to 
raiſe himſelf up by degrees, (for he was till then in 
a penſive and thoughtleſs poſture) and with a mo- 
deſt and becoming air offered to give them his 
ſentiments upon the ſubject; and upon their teſti- 

fying an inclination to attend to him, he began 
nearly as follows: | 


Was there any great difficulty in this under- 
Us taking, gentlemen, I ſhould not have been fo for- 
| of ward to offer you my ſervices;---1t is not then 
1 that I pretend to ſuperior underſtanding, or to a 

ſagacity beyond the reſt of this company; but that 
being leſs at preſent under the dominion of my 
paſſions, and not being agitated by the ſame ſury 
and reſentment which I obſerve you are, that lit- 
tle reaſon which I have has the greater liberty to 
| exert its power. I ſhall therefore, without further 
* apology, deliver my ſentiments very freely on this 


occaſion. | 

As to the nature of the office, it ſeems to me : 
to be ſufficiently defined by its very denomination. X 
For he is Maſter----of what? why, of the Cere- | 
monies; that is to ſay, of every thing relative to be 


18 decency and decorum. To hand out the ladies to 
0 eta dance ; 


dance; to fee that the waiters are orderly; dili - 
gent, and civil; and that there are good ſires; and 
ta ſee, in one word, that every thing be right 
while he is in the actual diſcharge of his office; 
and I will add, if you pleaſe, to ſee that the money 
be fairly expended, and that the ſubſcribers have 
(if I may be allowed to make ſo vulgar an expreſ- 
ſion) their pennyworth for their penny; that the 
Proprietors of the Rooms fulfil all their engage- 
ments. But let him not dare to break in upon 
heir contracts, much leſs to mould and faſhion 
their property after his own, or to ſpeak more ac- 
curately, after other people's fancy. The Pro- 
prietors of either Rooms are too underſtanding in 
the rights of Engliſhmen ever to permit it. As 
Maſter of the Ceremonies, then, and as far as de- 
cency and decornm are concerned, let him be ab- 
ſolute: But let him confine the exerciſe of his 
power within that circle, and never let him venture 
out of it. I would that he were preſent, that he 
might hear what it would be of great ſervice to him 
to be made acquainted with, (for though he has 
been ſtiled omnipotent, I have never yet heard 
him called omniſcient:) I ſay, I could wiſh that 
he were informed, leſt he ſhould not recollett it 
in time, that no perſons can conſer on him a power 
themſelves were never poſſeſſed of. Let him, 
therefore, confine himſelf to the circte deſcribed 
above, for all authority beyond it is foundationleſs 
and viſionary. 


* Does he infringe the contratts of the Propri- 
etors? or does he in any other way attempt to 
obſtrutt them in the full anc: free exerciſe of their 
property? In that caſe, an action will lie againſt 
him. Would he endeavour to compel his reſolu- 
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tions by force? the ſlighteſt conſequence that vill 
follow, will be the reproach of being bound over 
to his good behaviour; and that practice will then 
effectually be put a ſtop to. ? 


„Thus, gentlemen, you have my ſentiments ; 
you will think, perhaps, I have ſaid too much 
upon ſo foolifh a ſubject: Indeed, as I am heartily 
weary of it myſelf, I cannot but be apprehenſive 
that I muſt have ſeemed very tedious to others. 
However, things trifling and ridiculous in them- 
ſelves become ſometimes worthy the conſidera- 
tion even of wiſe men, on account of their con- 
ſequences ; and it is, in my opinion, that k@ nuge - 


SERIA ducunt in mala.“ 


Thus he ended his diſcourfe, which gave uni- 
verſal ſatisfaction. You ſhall foon hear from me 
again; till then account me your's. 


While the Proprietors above were N the 
laws of the Committee at defiance, Mr. Gyde, in 


the following hand-bill, avowed his intention of 
ſubmitting to the deciſion of the public: 


BATH, Ott. 28, 1774. 


45 having been reported to my prejudice, that I 
was diſſatisfied with the reſolutions of the Com- 
mittee concerning the alterations of the amuſe- 
ments, I think it my duty to publiſh a copy of the 
letter I ſent to Mr. Wade, in anſwer to one which 
I received from him with the ſaid Reſolutions. 


CAM GYDE. 
COPY.) 


ie | 
C 

Six, Barn, OR. 26, 1774. 
1 Have received the favour of your letter, and 
alſo the Reſolutions of the Committee, which 
I ſhall moſt punctually comply with, and on all 


occaſions chearfully conform to the ſenſe of the 
public. 


I am, fir, your moſt obedient ſervant, - 

"NIN | CAM GYD E. 

WILLIAM WADE, EG. _ 
Maſter of the Ceremonies. - 


_ At 3 


n 


TOWN-HALL, BAT H, Oct. 29, 1774. 


AZ a very numerous and reſpectable meeting 
held there, to re-confſider the before-men- 
tioned Reſolutions, agreeable to public notice g1- 
ven for that purpoſe, GEORGE HUNT, Eſq; in 
the Chair, ann 


It was unamimouſly reſolved, That the public 
ſubſcriptions to the Monday's and Friday's balls be 
conſolidated, and mo future ſubſcriber to the faid 
balls at either Rooms from this day be admitted 
without paying two guineas, whi-h ſubſcriptions 
are to be divided by the Maſter of the Ceremonies, 
between the two Rooms, making a proper allow- 
ance for their different expences. 


That the thanks of this meeting be given to the 
Noblemen and Gentlemen of the Committee, and 
to the Chairman of the Committee and of this 


C 3 Meeting: 


TO 


Meeting: and that the ſame be printed in the pub- 


lic papers. - GEORGE HUNT. 


N 


BAH, Saturday, OR. 29, 1774- 
A to the new regulations, the 
following amuſements are to take place next 
week at the Public Rooms. Fob 

Sunday, New Rooms open----Old Rooms ſhut.* 
Monday, Public Subſcription- 

Ball at the New Rooms. | Old Rooms 282 

Tuęſday, Old Rooms open 2 | | | 

e- and Cards, New Rove Hut. 

 Wedne/day, Cotillon Ball it ) Old Rooms to be 


the New Rooms only, open for Cards. 
" Thurſday, Concert at the New 
1 Rooms, until the new Con- Old Rooms ſhut, 
ih cert (agreeable to the regu- 7 
5 | lations) is eſtabliſhed, _ | 
| Friday, Public Subſeription- U b 
Bell at the Old Rooms, & New Rooms ſhut. 
Saturday, Old Rooms open 2 G | 
lor Cards, &c. | N ew Rooms fhut. 
The New and Old Rooms to be both opened in 
the Mornings as uſual. \ 


„ WILLIAM WA D. E,. 
Maſter of the Ceremonies. 


| * In the Regulations ſor the enſuing week, the Old Rooms 
Were ordered to be open Sunday, and the New Rooms ſhut; 
and ſo on ahernately, 

"ol | BATH, 


r 
BATH, October giſt, 1774. 
HE following obſervations are humbly ſub- 
mitted to the conſideration of the public on 


the preſent occaſion. | 


Firft, as to the right any proprietor or proprie- 
tors of public Rooms have to open them upon 
their own terms.” And here I muſt obſerve Rar 
the propoſition itſelf, in the extent on which it is 
held, is fal/e. The law has preſcribed rules of con- 
duct to which thoſe who keep fuch places of en- 
tertainment muſt adhere and conform. Thus a 
keeper of a public-houſe 1s bound to recerve every 
perſon without diſtinction, who behaves peaceably, 
pays for what he conſumes, or what is juſtly de- 
mandet for his entertainment; and if he refuſes 
this, his licence may, and ought to be taken from 
him; and beſides, an action at law will he for any 
damage ſuſtained by his refuſal. But altho” the 
preſent inſtance may not come within the bounds 
of law, which cannot adapt itſelf to all poſſible car» 
cumſtances, it comes equally under thoſe of rea- 
ſon and juſtice, and even of common ſenſe, The 
etiquette of a public aſſembly has been, I believe, 
always leſt to the direthon of the company who 
compoſe it. No tavern-keeper, I believe, ever 
pretended to preſcribe rules of behaviour to his 
cuſtomers, or their times and frequency of meet- 
ing, or to add himſelf to the company. If they 
paid his juſt demand, it was all he could expect or 
deſire.ä— And this very point has in fact been ac - 
know ledged by moſt of the very perſons who are 
now ſo forward to maintain a contrary opimon, 
Were not the New Rooms built under a pretence 
of reſcuing the company from the tyranny of the 


| keepers of Rooms, and to reſtore to them their juſt 
rights? 
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rights? And ſhall theſe very identical perſons ſo 
ſoon forget their profeſſions, as to attempt to exer- 
eiſe the ſame tyranny which they profeſſed to re- 
ſiſt? If any ſuch power had been inherent in the 
keepers of Rooms, Meſſrs. Simpſon and Gyde 
were no ways blameable for what they did, as they 
certainly had as good a right to make conditions 
with their ſubſcribers, as the proprietors of the 
New Rooms themſelves. But in d no perſon 


can have a rzght to do wrong, altho' ſuch wrong 


may not be amenable to law. The proprietors of 
the New Rooms therefore ought not to attempt 
the exerciſe. of a power which they . have con- 
demned in others, whoſe right to it was equal to 
their own. 


Another objection equally frivolous has, I think, 
been ſtarted; which is, that the proprietors of the 
Rooms have entered into a contract with their 
ſubſcribers, 'by opening the ſubſcriptions on cer- 
tain terms, Ne they cannot now depart. 
But this has in reality no more weight than the 
foregoing. The etiquette of ceremony has ne- 
ver, I believe, been eſteemed to be like the laws 
of the Medes and Perſians, which altereth not, 
but to be in its own nature variable. One part 
of the office of Mr. Wade was to make theſe al- 
terations for the benefit of the public, according 
to his judgment. This power was delegated to 
him when he was choſen by the public. It was 
always inherent in the office, and indeed is the 
moſt eſſential part of it. Every perſon then, who 
ſubſcribed to the balls, did it to them at that time 
perhaps under. ſuch regulations, but theſe to be 
Rill ſubject to the perſon who was delegated by 
the public to direct them; and the poſſible altera- 
| , tio Ng 
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tions which he might make, were as much a part 
of their contract, as thoſe conditions that were de- 
clared.—If I enter into a ſociety, I do it perhaps 
when they are under a peculiar ſet of laws, but I 
have no reaſon to reproach them with a breach of 
contract, becauſe theſe laws are altered afterwards; 
provided ſuch alteration be made by thoſe who are 
properly authoriſed by the majority of the m_ 
to make ſuch alteration. A power of altering a 


rules (which do not relate to moral or religious du- 


ties) muſt ſubſiſt ſomewhere, and where can it ſo 
properly be lodged as in the public, or thoſe whom 
they delegate, and who are reſponſible to them for 
the due exerciſe of that power, as in the preſent 
inſtance ? | 


2ndly. The Maſter of the Ceremonies of this 
place has been always eſteemed a poſt of honour 
and reſpect. He was conſidered as an officer of 
the public to overſee the behaviour of thoſe whom, 
they employed in a public capacity, as the keepers 
of Rooms, Muſicians, &c. and to regulate the rules. 
of conduct and public behaviour towards one ano- 
ther among the company themſelves. He was. 
choſen by the public; his emoluments, which he 
juſtly Cid were paid by the public, and his 
conduct was only to be called in queſtion by the 
public. To the Proprietors in his public capacity 
he was no way reſponſible, and that by their own: 
confeſſion, Who elected him as part of the public, 
and not in the capacity of keepers of rooms of pub- 
lic entertainment. To be a ſervant of the public 
is an honour, to be a ſervant of private people a 
diſgrace; and a perſon in the latter ſtation would 
be ſo far jrom being proper to preſcribe rules, and 
—_ the behaviour of a company, that he would- 
e unkit to mix with it at all. A perſon fit for _ 
a Ha- 
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a ſtation muſt be in behaviour a gentleman, in cha. 
rafter a man of honour, courage, and integrity. 
Theſe qualifications every perſon will allow to be 
in a high degree concentred in the preſent poſſeſſoi 
of that office. Yet ſome late ſcribblers, almoſt too 
mean for notice, have inſulted his private charac- | 
ter, and the public itſelf through it, by repreſent- 
ing his office as little more than ſubſervient to the 
convenience of a ſet of tavern-keepers. But ſurely 
the public will be ſcarce ſo unmindſul of their own 
honour or his ſervices, as to ſuffer ſuch an un- 
merited and unprovoked inſult to paſs unnoticed, 
as the late attempt to deprive him of the authority 


they themſelves conferred, and which they only 


could beſtow or take away. Something likewiſe 1s 
due to gratitude: His ſervices have been univer- 
ſally acknowledged, and to him in particular it is 
owing that the aſſemblies of this place, which at 
his coming into office were ſinking in reputation, 
now rival the moſt polite and elegant in Europe. 
This it might be hoped and expetted would have 
weight with the Fair Sex, to whom ſuch ſervices 
are more roy" aa intereſting. The ladies ſurely 
on the preſent occaſion will not be duped by inte- 
reſted or tyrannical perſons, but exert that genero- 
ſity of ſentiment and abhorrence of oppreſſion ſo 
natural to good minds, and eſpecially predominant 
in their ſex, of which tenderneſs of heart is the 
moſt diſtinguiſhing and amiable characteriſtic. 


_ —— 
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418 BaTH, O&. 31, 1774. 
1 now chiefly reſts in your Lordſhip's 


breaſt, either to ſuppreſs or continue the 


feuds and animoſities, that have lately —— 
| tf 
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che peace of Bath, and if not prevented, may con- 
tinus to increaſe, even perhaps to a degree of 
miſchief and bloodſhed; I take the liberty to re- 
capitulate ſhortly the diſſentions, which a few years 
ago ſhook, and had well nigh ruined the city of 
Bath, if they had not been timely put an end to. 


On the demiſe of Mr. Derrick, the late Maſter of 
the Ceremonies, a number of gentlemen got to- 
ether, and called' a promiſcuous meeting of the 
public in the Old Rooms; they proceeded (in the 
confuſed manner that always muſt ariſe from a 
promiſcuous meeting of the public) to the choice 
of a Maſter of the Ceremonies ; and accordingly 
choſe Mr. Brereton by the unanimous voice of the 
public, (as it was then called;) but as it appeared 
afterwards, a great many of the public either choſe 
to abſent themſelves from ſuch a meeting, as not 
allowing the authority of its juriſdiftion, or kept 
ſilence there in order to diſpute the validity of 
that election in a more regular manner afterwards : 
They therefore — a poll of the ſubſcri- 
bers to the balls at thoſe rooms: Mr. Plomer was 
ſet up, and a poll held; which poll conſiſted of 
above 1500 votes, and a majority was declared in 
favour of Plomer ; thoſe who before called them- 
ſelves the public, proteſted againſt that election, 
alledging that the ſaid ſubſcribers were not the 
Rus but that they themſelves were; ſo two 
alters of the Ceremonies to thoſe rooms were 
choſen. The confuſion that aroſe, and the many 
diſagreeable incidents that then happened, are too 
well known, and of too ſhocking a nature to be 

dwelt on here. - Atlength both parties, tired with 

$ itriſe and altercation, agreed to acquieſce in the 
C choice of a third gentleman, who came well re- 
- commended, 


A — 
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commended,and.of excecding good charafterand 
qualiſioations for a Maſter of — Mr. 


Wade was accordingly choſen. 

At the time of this election the New Rooms 
did not exiſt, fo it . no great {kill in 5 
to prove, that no Maſter of the Ceremonies for 
thoſe rooms then exiſted: But on the finiſhing 
thoſe rooms, the owners of them ſent an invita- 
tion to the Maſter oſ the Ceremonies of the Lower 
Rooms, to do the honours of theirs as Maſter of 
the .Ceremomes, when they ſhould be opened. 
Mr. W. accepted of the invitation, and conſented 
to att as Maſter of the Ceremonies there on cer- 
tain days, on the conſideration of two balls each 
ſeaſon. Now had this been only a verbal agree- 
ment, it had been ſufficiently binding between 
gentlemen even without witneſſes: But it was ſur- 
ther corroborated by being recorded on the pro- 
;prietors' books, and mutually ſigned by Mr. W. 
and the proprietors. I believe even in law your 
Lordſhip would think this bargain valid. In con- 
ſequence of theſe regulations all animoſities by de- 
grees ſubſided. | 


The keeper of the Lower Rooms does not com- 
plain that he has not profit enough on the preſent 
eſtabliſhment; and the ball and other amuſements 
at the Upper Rooms are carried on with harmony, 
decency, and a ſplendor unknown before in Bath. 


This harmony, friendſhip, and general fatis- 
faction, was uninterrupted, till a meeting of the 
PUBLIC, as it is called, was ſummoned at York» 
Houſe, and from thence adjourned to the Markets 
Houſe ; fince which nothing but animoſity, con- | 
ſuſion, and diſputes, have been heard: Quiet 2 


people have retired from Bath, others have been 
prevented 


c 


6 

Somme from coming. and thofe who: hope to 
ve here iti prace and quietnels, abſent them 
from the — rooms till theſe ſturbances art 
over; and are obliged. to ſolace. themſelves with 
2 e at their own houſes, This, my 
Lord, you ny for the Tervice of Bath; dat 

if you do not put a ſtop to it, 'twill end I its 
ruin: I therefore hayably — AT 


ſhip, that you will refford'h peace and 


to the place before you go, and . * in 113 


ſame ſtate you found us. 


I am, yout Lordſhip's aue 
and obedient humble ſervam, _ 


4 ee to both V and 1 Town 


| 3. 


| | OR. 3t, EFT £ 
At the Ball at the New Rooms this night, Mr. 
Wade called the Steward publicly to account for 
refuſing. to receive the ball ſubſerip tion jointly for 
both Rooms, and for alſo refuſing "fo deter nc fick- 
ets to thoſe ladies and gentlemen who had ſub- 
ſcribed their two N at Mr. Gyde 's. The 
Steward told Mr. Wade he acted under the direc- 
tion of his Maſters, (meaning the Proprietors, of 
the Rooms.) On this Mr. Wade (who is account- 
able for all Aer tions to the public amuſements) 
forbid the Steward to receive any further ſubſcrip- 
tions, and told him he was DISCHARGED, The 
Proprietors, however, conſidering Mr. Wade's au. 
thority unproperly exerciſed 1 in this i did 
not comply with it. 


The Wetineſday following Me: Wade pu blen 
IO the FI and Gentry, — at and 


reſorting 


_ 
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reſorting to this city, not to ſubſcribe to the amuſe- 
meęnis at either of the Public Rooms, without firſt 
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To the MASTER of the CEREMONIES at Bath. 
TIE JE RR 1% © BATH; Nov; 1. 
| I Attended the meeting at the Town-hall on Sa- 
4” turday laſt; agreeable to your ſummons, where 
_ ſurprized to ſee 'a Mr. Have-at-all ſtand 
orth, and aſſert, that the Proprietors of the New 
Rooms were, a major part of them, a very low ſet 
of people; notwithſtanding there is not a man of 
them who is not known to be more reſpectable 
than himſelf.---Another red-hot gentleman, full of 
fire and zeal, raiſes his pipes in notes of diſcord: 
* Let us, (ſays this Heftor) oblige the proprietors to 
ſubmit to, our ternis, by entering into a . 
combination, that neither man, woman, or child, 
ſhal] enter their Rooms, until they comply with 
the new regulations.” Theſe illiberal and violent 
invectives, Sir, are very improper, and by no 
means a method to reconcile the New Rooms with 
the Old; particularly as the Proprietors value not 
the frowns or the ſmiles of any ſet of people ; and 


are gentlemen of probity, property, and - honour : 


Their actions beſpeak the men, and ſhew they wiſh 
to do every thing to accommodate the public, not 
from pecuniary motives, but from generous prin- 
ciples ; theſe are ſufficient re, their not be- 
ing cooneRted with the Lower Rooms, by which 
they will Nand or fall. © 

W iſhing you well through. the difficulties you 
have brought on yourlelf, Jam, Sir, Your's, 
D IMPARTIAL- 


Suso | The 
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75 he COMMIT TEE or, ' SPORT®* for the LADIES, 
A New-Farce, * 22 | 
Aging at both the public Room at bac. 2 
* To pleaſe the Fair, aue fight, wwe favear, ave game, 
To gain their ſmiles,+ our chief our only aim. _ | 
DramaTis PERSON Es" 10131 


King of Bath. A Prince of weak parts, but aiming at 


arbitrary power. 
Dam n.1 His favourite, equally eminent for modeſty, 
chaſtity, diſcretion, veracity, humanity, and courage. 


Lord C. A character reſpectable for his grey hairs, 


preſſed into the ſervice. - 
Acaflo, A Nobleman out of (his) RY 
» Antonio, The Chairman, of an equally elegant figure 
, and fine addreſs, but no flatterer of the female ex, 
6 Cpt. Fackſon. An experienced officer. 1 
" Townly, Huſband to Belinda. 
it Tevial. An honeſt country gentleman. | 
0 Superbo, A Colonel of the guard, unwilling to. engage 
h in any pettyy quarrels, | 
1 Lord C omely, and five * M ate charakter. N 
| 
+ The women's parts are not ſet down, as no Jadids 
h have yet condeſcended. to act. 
ot 1 25 N. B. Only 
* I never heard that breaking Bones db. ſport for La- 
5 dies. Shakeſpeare's As you Like Bar it was a cliaun 
that ſaid it. 

+ The word laughter, though more. expreſior, will 

ou not run in the werſe. 


t Query, Wh: ther to be wrote with a dipliliong 
Il Not ene of that. name, ho ſerved in the Wef- 


Ini ies. 


d Query, Whether to be read ery er party puarreli. 
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N. B. Only one interlude of this farce has as yes 
(and thac a little prematurely) been exhibited at the 
New Rooms; but as it made ſport, and received a pro- 
per returm tram à lady of quality, who ſtayed on pur- 
poſe for that night's performance, it is not doubted but 
the reſt will be received with the /ame kind of applauſe.* 

The performance will not be the worſe for one chief 
aRor's having refuſed a part, nor for the omiſſion. of 
the chorus 05 at firſt named; for we can aſſure the 
public, that the abilities of thoſe gentlemen were no 
ways ſuited to the great parts aſſigned them. | 


155 New Afſembly-Rooms, Nov. g. 
1 Nobility and Gentry are moſt * 0 
& acquainted, that the Concert at the New 
Rooms will be this preſent Thurſday evening, 
where it will be continued during the ſeaſon. The 
principal performers are, Miſs Linley, Mr. Fiſcher 
on the oboe, Mr. Linley on the barplichord, & Mr. 
Linley, jun. firſt violin, with a numerous band. 


The Cotillon Ball at theſe Rooms will in future 
be on Wedneſdays; and the Card aſſembly, Tueſ- 
day night, as uſual. | WILLIAM DUNN. 


tt 


From the ST. Janzs's CHRONICLE, 
Extract of a letter from Bath, Nov. 4, 1774. 


K rs, eace of this city is again highly diſturbed, 
and we expect nothing leſs than a civil war, 
and that too of the worſt kind, which you will lit- 
tle doubt when I tell you that two female Phalanxes 
are formed; one under the command of Dame 
Dorothy Dr.-, the other under Lady Bab =” 

7 | tetoe. 
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tleloe. To give you all the particulars relative to 
theſe diſſentions would greatly. exceed the bounds 
of a ſheet of paper; take therefore the main 8 5 
and your own good ſenſe, will; furniſh you wat! 
molt, of the reſt. Know then, that a ſet of gentle- 
men and ladies, ſome who: are really fo. by birth 
and fortune, and others who are only: fo'by pro- 
feſling the latter, have, to the number of ſeventy, 
built by ſubſcription a ſuite of roms which are 
truly magnificent, and which they have opened 
(under the care of a ſervant of their own) for the 
accommodation and entertainment ofthe public 
who reſort hither, exther for. pleaſure or for health. 
Theſe apartments 15 , of a ſpaciqus ball: room, 
tea-· room, card- room, coſſee-· room, and billiard- 
room, and this houſe of public entertainment is 
licenſed to ſell wine and ſpirituous liquors, juſt as 
other public-houſes are, and therefore I may, ſay 
it is a public tavern, kept by a number of gentle- 
men, = of faſhion, and all,of fortune, ;Theſe 
A however, have thought proper to ſend 

r. Wade (the Maſter ofthe Ceremonies) a threat- 
ening letter, which, either in manners ar mile, ex- 
ceeds what he might have expected from the land- 
lord of the Bear! In that letter they wiſh him to 
underſtand, that they conſider him as their. ſervant, 
and reprimand him for neglect in his attendance 
at their rooms. Mr. Wade, on the other hand, 
conſiders himſelf as the ſervant of the public only, 
by whom he was appointed, and by whoſe favour 
alone he will ſtand or fall: He therefore prevailed 
upon moſt of the principal gentlemen of rank and 
faſhion, now in Bath, to give him one or more 
meetings, to determine whether he was the ſervant 
of the public, or the ſervant of the publicans, and 
threw himſelf wholly * their direction as well 

* * 


monies, an 
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as protetion. Several reſolutions were then en- 
tered into, and it was unanimouſly agreed, that the 
public had a right to nominate the man who was 
to prefide over the public amuſements, and that 
Mr, Wade had acquitted himſelf properly in that 
capacity; that he ought to have the ſole direction 

the public ſubſcription money, for balls, con- 
certs, &c. and to divide the diverſions between the 
New and the Old Rooms, on the moſt convenient 
days, and in the moſt equitable manner. Notwith- 
Tanding theſe reſolutions, it is faid, the proprietors 
of the new rooms will not comply with them; they 
inſiſt upon it, that being maſters of their own houſe, 
they can _ their own Mafter of the Cere- 

Ni d diſmiſs, fo far as within the limits of 
their own walls, Mr, Wade from acting in that ca- 
pacity. I muſt confeſs, to me they ſeem to be 
miſtaken, and that they have fall as good a right 
to tell me, or any perſon who frequents their houſe, 
that I ſhall drink red wine negus, when 1 call for 
White, as to ſay that Mr. Wade, who has been ap- 
pointed by the pnblic to'prefide over the — 2 
diverſions, which they have ſubſcribed to, ſhalt not 
be the perſon who ſhall fee them condufted with 
decency and decorum, It is not merely handing 
a lally out to dance a minuet, which qualifies a 
man for the office of Maſter of the Ceremonies, in 
a: place frequented by the firft people in the king- 
dom; and were 1 to define it, I ſhould fay, the 
Maſter of the Ceremonies at Bath ſhould be a 
gentleman; a man of good addreſs, of quick 
Parts, of cool temper, of perſonal courage, and 
one who, has feen a great deal of high life; he 
ought io know the rules of play perfefitly, but 
ne ver to play himſelf; he ought to viſit all families 
ol diſtinction as they arrive kere, and ang 
F re? 7 1 imſe 
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himſelf as the temporary guardian of the young 
ladies, and the ciciſbeo of their mothers; ta dil- 
countenance every act of indecorum, in either ſex, 


both as to dreſs and manners; to appriſe ev 


young man of good fame, who is fond of play, that 
there always are men here who live wholly by 
preying upon the purſes of the unwary, and all the 
young ladies, and their mothers too, that there are 
another ſet, not leſs dangerous, who prey upon 
youth, beauty, and innocence; and when he ſees 
or hears what perhaps a father or a mother can nei- 
ther ſee nor hear, he ought to do, what I have of- 
ien known Naſh do, i. e. go to the mother or fa- 
ther, and ſay, © Take your daughter from hence, 


and alk no queſtions.” If theſe are the requiſite 


qualities which a Maſter of the Ceremonies ſhould 
poſſeſs, I think it can never be doubted whether 
the mercenary Proprietors of the Rooms are to 
name the Matter of the Ceremonies, or the Com- 
pany who fupport and pay for the public amuſe- 
ments. It is therefore hoped, that no perſon who 


comes to Bath in future will ever ſubſeribe to the 
public emertainments, till they have conſulted the 
perſon whom the public have, or may hereafter ap- 


point to direct and manage them; but what renders 
the Proprietors of the New Rooms truly ridieulous 
on this occaſion is, that the foundation of their u- 
niting to build theſe Rooms was the offence given 
them by the Proprietor of the Old Rooms, for ſay- 


ing, the Rooms were his, and he would appoint 


has own Maſter of the Ceremonies.” I think that 
impertinent ſpeech was made by the late Propri- 
etor of the Old Rooms, Mr. Simpſon ; and 1 woutd 
ak the Proprietors of the New Rooms, whether, as 


ſuch, they are any thing more than the Simpſon of 
public Rooms. Your's, &. A 


Ts. 


eln, 
1 5. "1d Une PRINTER... 
F Six, Nov. 2, 1774. 
4 TI Poor Man who has ſo lakoriouſly given 


us. his fentiments on the preſent diſputes 
here, in the character of a perſon at one of the 
| Coffee-houſes, whom he pictures as a Gentleman 
of genteel figure, modeſty, ſenſibility, and other 
fine qualifications, has unhappily introduced ſo 
refined a charafter merely to talk nonſenſe, and 
- inſtead of ſerving the cauſe he has eſpouſed, and 
giving general ſatisfaction, as he modeſtly informs 
us, he has really been what he affects to Er ve 
Fooliſi, very tedious, and very forward to exert the 
power of his little reaſon to as little purpoſe as 
the learned hiſtor:an of King Cyrus's great coat 
and fittle coat. 


What a misfortune is it to people of diſtinction 
. who, reſort here, that they cannot, with this ele- 
gant writer, viſit the ſtables and dung-yards for in- 
ruction, or that Mr. Wade will be ſo abſurd as 
to feel that gratitude to the Public for their elec- 
N tion of him communi conſenſu, or reſpect to him- 
„ ſelf as to conſider them only as his Maſters, inſtead 
N of relying on the lordly, generous, and diſinte- 
„ reſted Proprietors l. for what can be more fo, than 
their giving him two balls at their rooms for his 
trouble, and paying themſelves the expences out of 
the Public's — — 2 — only in return 
ſor this generous behaviour, that he fhall totally 
negle& the Lower Rooms, attach himſelf entirely 
to their intereſts, look on them as his Maſters, take 
the office of their head waiter Dunn, and conſtrue 
arbiter elegantiæ into. ſuperintendant of the can- 
dles, fires, waiters, &c. &c. Indeed I don't won- 


der 
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der. at their attempting to oblige Mr. Wade to take 
up this office, thezr old Steward being gone to make 
the tour of Germany, and the Parſon having diſ- 
cover'd that an Aſſembly- Room is not ſo very =o. 
per a place for him to be preaching in. -The 
Grand Ariftocracy. is however now aboliſhed I 
believe, and happy is it for this place, that gen- 
tlemen of ſuch character and diſtinftion have in- 
terfer'd in ſettling the amuſements of the rooms an 
its old and ſocial foundation, by uniting the ſub- 
ſcriptions for the minuet balls, &e. or the ruin of 
this place might in the end have been the conſe- 
quence of the diſputes occaſioned by a few mean 
and intereſted little People. IN 


There are only two ſorts of perſons that have 
been the chief promoters of this —firſt, a few of the 
Proprietors, who have houſes, &c. near the Rooms, 
and whoſe ſmall fortunes make the intereſt from 
their ſhares a matter of importance, who have been 
ridiculous and extravagam enough to ſuppoſe that 
they ſhall totally ruin the Lower Rooms, monopo- 
lize all the ſubſcriptions, and then be ten trmes more 
inſolent, exorbitant, and ungrateful ta the Public 
than they are already. | 


The other party are a few of the inhabitants gf 
{ome 2 or gool. per year fortune, who have ſettled 
here lately; and not content with enjoying the 
amuſements at the expence of, and being admitted 
occaſionally into better company ; they preſently 
* themſelves, and begin to ſuppoſe ſrom being 
ſuſſerd in the company of their ſuperiors, that the 
are really perſons of conſequence, and like mo 
low and ignorant perſons in ſuch ſituations, are 
very impertinent and troubleſome,---Theſe are the 
people who perhaps may ſneak out one guinea Jor 
the 
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the winter ſubſcription to the balls at one room 
conveniently enough, or half a guinea for the uſe 
of the rooms, fire, candles, tea, and cotillon from 
October to May, ' ſupported by the ſtrangers' ſub- 
ſcriptions.----Theſe are the people who go to the 


balls and concerts with the ſtrangers' tickets after 
they have left the place, pick up a little by keeping 
ri vate routs, poiſon the ears of the company about 
1mpoſition, &c. &c. and formerly e n . the 
bread and butter ſociety.—-It is to be hoped, how- 
ever, that they will in future behave themſelves 
more quietly, ordecentlyretire to ſome cheap place, 
where they may ſtrut and ſwell, and be as impor- 
tant as they pleaſe, without diſturbing the peace of 
this once- loved city, or the pleaſures and amuſe- 
ments of the firſt people of diſtinction in this king- 
dom who reſort here. 
e SES I am, your's, &c. 


— 


To the PROPRIETORS of the NEW Rooms, 
GENTLEMEN, | 


. PERMIT a perſon entirely, diſintereſted, as to 
. the ſubject in queſtion, except as the good 
bo. ” of the place in general may be eventually con- 
F cerned, to offer to you a few conſiderations at the 
1 preſent intereſting juncture. And in the firſt place 
| f muſt beg leave to inform you, that the preſent 
queſtion between you and the public is of much 
greater importance than many may perhaps ima- 
gine, as not only the preſent but future welfare 
of this city may in a great meaſure depend up- 
on it. | | 
Many of yoy are ſufficiently intereſted in a pe- 


cuniary way to wiſh for its proſperity, but I doubt 
noi 
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not you ate actuated by ſuperior motives, and if 
you are at preſent acting —＋ its intereſt, 
that you are under a miſtake, which, as ſoon as 
you ſee, you will retract. Whether 3 
may prove ſatisfactory, I cannot ſay, but the im- 
portance of the ſubject renders them worthy your 
ſerious attention. „ +... 
To gain a proper knowledge of the. intereſts 
of a place, it is oſten neceſſary to recur to its hiſ- 
tory, and this is eſpecially the caſe in the preſent 
inſtance. It is well known that at the beginning 
of the preſent century, and even much later, that 
Bath was a very inconſiderable place in compariſon 
with what it 1s at preſent. To ſuggeſt the cauſes 
that raiſed it to 1ts preſent pitch o greatneſs will 
not be improper or unapplicable on the preſent 
occaſion. Thoſe generally aſſigned are, the fame 
of its Mineral Waters, its beautiful ſituation, the 
goodneſs and cheapneſs of its markets, with many 
others of leſs import. The firſt of theſe I will 
readily admit is a neceſſary circumſtance, but I be- 
lieve it to be rather an oſtenſible than an active 
cauſe of the reſort to this place. | 


The reputation of the Waters in a medicinal 
light was nearly, if not altogether, as great in the 
laſt century as the preſen. $41 47 


The writers of that time on the Bath Waters 
have given hiſtories of caſes with as noble titles 
athxed to them as could be done were the annals 
of modern years to be publiſhed, yet the reſort 
of people in point of number was inconſiderable 
to what it has ſince been. When the town grew 
to be a polite place of reſort, many came to it 
without any pretence of health, or at leaſt made a 
very {light one ſuffice; and thoſe whoſe health ren- 

: br dercd 


Undotbredly: 


rably adapted to the purpoſe he intended. 


gre 
his rules ſnould be reſected. It has been obſerved 
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Seed their atendante neceſſary; brought 
riities' with them; to which 2 the 
been aceuſtomed: Their ſtay was likewife mitch 
longer, as the ladies became neceſſary ts be con- 
fulted, Dee fach an eulen are 
gever wanting. 

The other 1 aſſigned are of my” infetior 
ebnſeguener. The ſituation of this place; tho' 
vet Begaflſul, is not ſuperior to that of many o- 
thets, and the ef markets will always 
take pluee according to the demand. As to the 
cheapnefs, that, it is evident, could ſubſiſt but a 
ſhort tire after the reſort of people became con. 
fideradle. 

What then * roduced this extraordinary eſſettꝰ 

e due regulations and good govern- 
ment chat ful ted among the company, and, if 1 
may be allowed the . THE POLICE or 
PbLITENEss. 


The young ſound here gay amuſements without 
endangering their health or character. The mid- 
dle-aged, —— and the other leſs active en- 
tertainments; and the old, a calm yet chearful re- 
treat from the hurry and buſtle of the World. The 
late Mr. Naſh, who deſerved the name of Legiſ. 
tator better than many others who have aſſumed 
it, was the author of theſe excellent inſtitutions ; 
and experience has fully proved, they were admi- 


their fat 
had tot 


n a 


"© wy as oa 


— 
— 


But tho' his intention may be ſaid to be in a 
at meuſure accompliſhed, it by no means follows 


of ſtates, that they flouriſh, and even ſubſiſt, no 
longer than whilſt they cultivate and improve the 
means to which they owe their riſe and E 


Near 
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and the ſame is true of a polite as well as a civil 

or commercial ſociety. This ought ſurely to make 

| as very cautious _ infringing thoſe regulations 
| which reaſon dictated, and experience, the beſt teſt 
| of all laws, has confirmed. The leading principle 
of the great legiſlator of this place, ſeems to 
have been the promotion of unammity among the 
company. He framed the diverſions not to divide, 
but to unite thoſe who reſort hither; not to form 
a party in favour of this or the other muſician, and 
thus exalt them into a degree of pride and imagi- 
nary conſequence ill adapted to their place, ſitua- 
tion in life, and ſtill more diſgraceful to thoſe who 
encourage 'em 1n it; but to combine all their force 
and intereſt to ſerve the public, and maintain the 
laws of the union he had formed under him. The 
place partook of the advantages of a. domeſtic as 
well as of a public ſociety, of the ſecurity and un- 
animity of the former, and the gay amuſements of 
the latter. He never attempted to aggrandize one 
part of the city by repreſenting the other asa bog 
or quagmire diſgraceful to the judgment as well as 
injurious to the health of thoſe who inhabit it. 
Had his ſentiments been ſuch, he would have been 
prudent enough to have concealed them, as he 
knew ſufficiently that to repreſent a place in the 
neighbourhood of a bog, marſh, or other unwhole+- 
lome ſituation, was not the way to recommend it as 
a place of reſort; and every one knows that the 
parts of this city are not ſo far disjoined but that 
the air which blows over the one, mult in a great 
meaſure affect the other, and that marſhy effluvia 
ave bred diſeaſes at a much greater diſtance than 
any of the parts of this town are ſeparated from 
he other. Such inſinuations have been of late 
Fears, from intereſted motives, but too much pro- 
E pagated. 


. 
pagated, but they are equally falſe, illiberal, and 
impolitic. Thoſe who ſpread them ſhould think 


of the advice given by Shakeſpeare with reſpett to 
our conduct towards our rivals, 


Heat not a Furnace for your Foe ſo hot, 
That it may finge yourſelves. 


The eminence to which this city has ariſen was 
ſounded upon union; and diſcord, if ſuffered to 
proceed, wilt as ſurely be the cauſe of its ruin, as 
the other was of its advancement. And let it not 
be thought that the reputation of the Waters wil! 
be able to uphold the reputation of the place; a 
. remedy that is diſagreeable wants that prejudice 
in its favour that encourages a frequent trial, and 
is never applied to but in caſes of extreme ne- 
ceſſity. | 

The old adage of frangimur ſi collidimur, was 
never more truly . to the intereſts of 
this city.— But an evil ſpirit of diſſenſion has of 
late years gone ſorth, which has repreſented (un. 
happily for both) the intereſt of the ſtrangers and 
the inhabitants as different, and even oppoſite ; « 
poſition equally falſe and ridiculous. Thoſe who 
maintain it, 1 "6 not conſider that the reputa 
tion, elegance, and frequency of the amuſement; 
and their cheapneſs likewiſe, are owing almoſt en 
tirely to the | = penny and that the value of tht 
houſes themſelves is ſtamped on them by ti 
fame hands. Were this place to be forſake 
by the company, molt of its (at preſent) ſtational 
inhabitants would not long remain behind, find 
one of the greateſt reaſons for their choice of i 
as a place of reſidence, was the opportun! 
they had of ſrequently meeting their friends 4 


acquaintance, however diſperſed in point of * 
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uſual ſituation as to place of abode.— Should 
this happen, Bath would be in a worſe ſituation 
than any other country town, ſince it bas no trade, 
no manufattures to ts it, and conſequently 

mult decay. Theſe conſiderations, rs: ae 
merit your ſerious attention, and will, I truſt, pre- 
vail with you to accede to the conditions offered 
by the public. Some among yourſelves, who 
have ſtudied the ſubjett moſt, are of opinion (af 
Iam rightly informed) that they are advantageous 
in point of pecumary intereſt, and it is obvious to 
all, that much the greateſt and moſt profitable ſhare 
of the amuſements has been allotted you. What 
more would you deſire? The company requeſt 
you to comply with the meaſure likely to promote 
concord and quiet, and yet not incompatible with 
your own intereſt. You ſurely will not rejett ſo 
reaſonable a propoſal;——a propoſal which not 
only ſtands the teſt of reaſon, but the better one, 
of experience. 


The Rooms were formerly once divided as at 
preſent, and parties were beginning to be formed 
in favour of each. But this hydra, Faction, our 
great Politician cruſhed in us birth, by obliging the 
contending parties to unite into one ſubſcription, 
which effeftually checked all the ill conſequences 
that might ariſe from it. I his meaſure the com- 
pany wiſh again to put in execution, and I would 
earneſtly recommend 1t to you to comply with their 
deſires.— Till it is accompliſhed, the place will 
be a ſcene of contention, which can be agreeable 
to no age, ſtate, or condition of mankind. To the 
fair it is_odious, on account of the delicacy and 
conſequent timidity naturally attending the ſex ; 
the middle-aged uſe this place as a temporary re- 
tirement from the hurry and bullle of affairs, and 

E 2 conſequently 
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conſequently a ſcene of riot and diſpute can- 


| 

not be pleaſant; and the old wiſh to ſpend, as 1 
Milton ſays, | 
Quiet, IM ſad, the remnant of that day, | 
That muſt be mortal, 1 


J have heard likewiſe that ſome of you have 4 
proſeſſed that you have no objettion to the regula- 
tions themſelves, but think them impoſed too ar- 
bitrarily. But if they are good, why ſhould 
they not be adopted ? Who ever loſt credit by 
tubmitting to the opinion of the public? To de. 

ſpiſe the public, and ſet their opinion at deſiance, is ] 
to loſe all ſenſe of ſhame, a character which none 


of you, I am fure, wilt be ambitious to acquire. P 
The public, in this country at leaſt, cannot have 1 
even their amuſemenis regulated by any but them- ; 
ſelves. Liberty is the ſource of pleaſure in ſocial 1 
and convivial fociety, as well as civil and political. 1 
Ceaſe then to oppoſe them in a demand ſo juſt and a 
reaſonable. Make yourſelves a part of the pub- N 
lic, not their opponents. Vour opinions will % 
then be relretib and confidered, as your cha- r 
racters deſerve. ® 
If you comply with their deſires, I would far- fel 
ther adviſe it to be done as ſoon as poſſible, —— bh 
Let not the preſent ſet of company leave the place 1. 
with a bad impreſſion of its inhabitants. A conta- 
gion of this kind ſoon ſpreads, and may eaſily Ne 
overſet the credit of a place, founded on two of : 
the moſt fluctuating things poſſible, Faſhion, and *P] 
the opinion of the world as to the efficacy of a 
particular remedy, » 3 
One thing more I would mention, which is, a 
that if you perſiſt in your preſent ſentiments, you "i 


may gain your point : but do not flatter yourſelves 
therefore, 


6 


therefore, that you have gained a victory. The 
public will take the ſureſt method of revenge, by 
leaving you to enjoy your triumph by yourſelves. 
This place has already ſeen the happier part of 
the old maxim, Concordia res parue ci gſcunti. Do 
not let it experience the other, Diſcordia maximæ 
dilabuntur. 


CO 


To the NoBILIITX and GENTRY at BATH. 


November 11th, 1774. 


GEORGE WROUGHTON, do declare to the 

company, that being an inhabitant of this city, 
and ſtrongly inclined to bring about a reconcilia- 
tion between the parties engaged in the preſent 
diſputes, did, without communicating my inten- 
tions to any perſon, apply to Mr. HUN, Chair- 
man of the Committee for the - public, in order 
to induce him to join his intereſt with me to bring 
about a reconciliation. I found that gentleman 
very much inclined to an accommodation, and 
in a very ſhort time we fixed on fuch conceſſions 
on each fide as might reaſonably be thought to 
anſwer the purpoſes of all parties, as it would ef- 
ſectually be the means to bring the company to 
one place, at one time, which was the oſtenſible 
motive for this diſturbance. 


Monday,----Ball at Upper Rooms ;-----Lower 
Rooms ſhut for cards ; but open for walking, if 
approved by the company. 

Tueſday,----Upper Rooms open for cards, or 
28 as ſhall be approved ;----Lower Rooms 

ut. 

Wedneſday,----Cotillon Ball at Upper Rooms; 
both Rooms open for cards all day. 

Thurſday, 


„ 


Thurſday,----Concert alternately; or the card 


day at Upper Rooms, as ſhall be approved. 


Friday, -Ball at Lower Rooms ;- -Upper 
Rooms ſhut. 


Saturday, - -Cards at Lower Rooms ;----Upper 
Rooms ſhut all day. 


Sunday,----Open alternately, 
Publiſhed for the ſatisfaction of the public, at the 
| Requeſt of the Chairman of the Committee. 


At the defire of Mr. HUNT, I ſent theſe pro- 
fals to him, in writing, to the Lower Rooms, 
where he conſulted the gentlemen of the com- 
mittee, and all the company below, when they 
were univerſally approved, and returned to me, 
Mr. HUNT, with a general liberty to recom- 
mend them to the Proprietors as approved pro- 
fals for accommodation. On the day appointed 
by the articles for a General Meeting, I ſhewed 
them to the Proprietors, who conſented to every 
article; upon which Mr. HUNT agreed with me 
that all differences might be eaſily ſettled by a 
few gentlemen on each fide. . Accordingly three 
e were appointed by the Proprietors, 
r. SUTTON, Mr. DRAx, and Mr. SpROULE. 
A conſerence was agreed to; but on the morning 
of the day appointed, Lord CAMDEN faw Mr. 
SPROULE at the Pump-Room, and inliſted, as a 
preliminary to the conſerence, that the ſubſcrip- 
tions to bot: Balls, and both Concerts, ſhould 
be conſolidated; the Balls ac two guineas each 
ſubſcription. Mr. SpROULE (without conſulting 
the two other reſerees) took upon himſelf to de- 
clare, that ſuch preliminary would on no account 
be complied with, neither was there the leaſt occa- 


ſion 
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fion for it, as the ſubſeription to each Room 
would anſwer the purpoſe, when the ſubſcription 
was aſked, and not demanded. 


I will preſume to offer ſome reaſons which are 
aſſigned by the ſubſcribers to the Upper Room 
Ball, for this refuſal :-----The proprietors" of the 
Upper Rooms have opened them with deſign to 
accommodate the company, and bring them to- 
gether in peace and good humour at the leaft 
taxation poſſible, conſiſtent with their very great 
expences; their cu/tomers univerſally approve 
their plan, and have ſupported them by their at- 
tendance, and their ſubſcriptions, in all times, 
and in every /ea/on. On perſonal application to 
each of them, they return theſe following reſolu- 
tionS:------ We will continue to ſupport your ex- 
pences, and your property, by conſtant ſubſcrip- 
tions, ſo long as you continue them on the pre- 
ſent moderate terms; if you double your taxes, 
the caſe will be altered, and we will ſubſcribe no 
longer; we will part with no money by compulhon; 
neither will we ſuffer our ſubſeription to be ap- 
plied to any purpoſe but what is conſiſtent with 
our firſt intention. On this footing, your ſupport 
will be certain; on any other, it will be precarious. 
What can be more impolitic, than to diſtreſs your 
conſtant cuſtomers by a double taxation, in order 
to convey that taxation to thoſe who have ſhewn 
but little diſpoſition to become ſo? With reſpect 
to the Concert, when once eſtabliſhed by Mr. 
GYDE, it will meet with encouragement and ſup— 
port irom the public upon its own bottom, with- 
out any aſſiſtance from the ſubſcription from the 
Upper Rooms. We have good authority to de- 
clare ſo much from the mouth of a Juſtice of 
Peace of this corporation, as well as many pro- 

prietors 
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prietors and inhabitants of this city, who are very 
deſirous to keep two Rooms 4 nas for the accom- 
modation of invalids and lodgers at the lower 


town. 


I will leave the whole world to Judge, who are 
the aggreſſors, and ſupporters of theſe diviſions, 
which at preſent have no other foundation than 
this new mode of taxation. Whether Mr. W.. 
who raiſed theſe animoſities, has heated the furnace 
fo hot as to finge his own fingers, may be ſeen on 
Monday next,---{the day fixed for his ball. | 


The following anecdotes may be depended upon: 
— On Thurſday the 1oth inſtant, a gentleman of 
diſtinction came to Mr. HAYWARD, the renter 
of the pumps of this city, and declared to him, 
that as he was a ſervant to the New Aſſembly- 
Rooms, he and many other gentlemen had come 
to a reſolution to pay him nothing for his waters 
or trouble; but would give their money to 
GYDE. | f | 
Ouzs talia fando 


Temperet a Lachryms? 


On the ſame day, Major B**** left Bath, when 
a waiter from York-Houſe was ſent to the ſtew- 
ard of the New Rooms for al! his ſubſcripti- 
ons, to the amount of three guineas, which were 
immediately paid to him; as will hkewiſe be the 
caſe when any gentleman ſo inclined ſhall think 
proper. to apply for them beſore the expiration of 


the time limited. 


N. B. Mr. Hayward is a man of an antient fa- 
mily ſettled in this city; his character is very re- 
ſpectable; he has feveral ſmall children, for whoſe 


benefit theſe waters were let to him, as ſome 
| comfort 
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comfort under his affliftion, for the loſs of an ami- 
able friend and tender parent to his children, 


Mr. Wroughton, ſome days after the publication of the 


above letter, publiſhed a paper, apologizing to the above. gen- 
tlemen, for printing their names without their conſent, | 


New Afjembly-Rooms, Nov. g, 1774. 


HE Proprietors of thefe Rooms, at a general 
meeting, having taken into conſideration 

the reſolutions paſſed 
20th of October laſt, and ſince delivered to them 
by Mr. Wade, think it neceffary to declare in this 
public manner,---That however deſirous they may 
be of preſerving peace, and preventing any future 
diſturbances to interrupt the amuſements of this 
place, they cannot ſo far forget their own rights, as 
to {ſubmit their property to the Rn of a 
perſons, tho*'ever 2 reſpettable in dignity or for- 
tune. If candour and impartiality. are admitted 
to plead for their rights, it muſt be obvious to every 
one ſo directed, that the nature of their property 
would be very precarious indeed, if what are called 
Public Meetings were allowed to preſcribe to them, 
upon what terms, and at what times, their Rooms 
ſhould be opened: As no one can determine how 
Irequently ſuch meetings may be aſſembled, ſo no 
one can anſwer for the juſtice and impartiality of 
the reſolutons that may be paſſed at them.---At the 
ſame time that they think it neceſſary. to aſſert 
their own rights, they are very ready to declare, 
that they are ſure that it will ever be their inclina- 
tion as well as their intereſt, to pay the greateſt de- 
lerence to the opinion of the public. 


The great expences they have been at, and the 
very {mall profits they have derived from them, 


ſufficientiy 


at the Town-Hall on the 


Cs ets TH 


Le Es 


0 
* 
4 

. : 
a 
1 
on 
* 


— 4 
<E,. 


k % Fa. 


—_— - 


4 ; 8 
2 


— Lad 
<> 


* 


3 
1 


"+. a 


190 


ſufficiently prove that they are not guided by mo- 
tives of intereſt alone, but that their chief attention 
has been to accommodate the public in as elegant 
a manner, and at as ſmall a charge to them as poſ- 
{ible.---They alſo beg leave to declare, that as they 
; cannot think it reaſonable that they ſhould ſubmit 
the management of their property and ſervants to 
any ſet of men, much leſs can they be willing to 
ſubmit the controul of them to an individual.--- 
They always have been, and {till are willing to al- 
low, to a Maſter of the Ceremonies, every power 
and authority requiſite to preſerve and promote 
order, decorum, and regularity, at the public amuſe- 
ments held at their Rooms; but they mult ever 
think it neceſſary to determine for themſelves, 
what uſe ſhall be made of their property, and what 
ſervants ſhall take care of it. They malt rely upon 
the public's ſupport from the equity of the terms 
| upon which — open the ſubſcriptions at their 
t Rooms, and upon the faithfulneſs with which they 
ſhall comply with them; and they think the names r 
ſubſcribed. to ſuch terms mult be their ſureſt guide 
to diſcover the real opinion of the public. They 
now beg leave to obſerve, that as they do not al- 
low of any authority to compel them, they totally 
diſclaim that of compelling others ; and. theretore, 
though they look upon themſelves bound by the 
reciprocal contract, between themſelves and thoſe 
who have already ſubſcribed to their terms, they 
are yet willing to return to any ſubſcribers, who 
have miſunderſtood, or are at preſent diſſatisfied 
with the terms, the whole of their money ſub- 


ſcribed. 
Reſolved, —That theſe Rooms be ſhut on Fridey N 
evenings, D 


Reſolved, 


1 


Resolved. — That the Rooms be opened on Sundays 
alternately. | | 
Reſolved, That the Concerts be continued on Thurſ- 
days during the preſent ſubſcription. | 
Reſolved, — That the Rooms be 1 every even. 
ing, excepting on Fridays and the alternate Sundays. 
Reſolved, — That all ſubſcriptions determine as the 
reſpective ſubſcribers and their families leave the place, 
of which they are defired to give notice at the Rooms. 
ReJolved,— That the Balls on Monday be continued 
agreeable to the terms of the preſent ſubſcription. 
Reſolved, — That if any of the preſent ſubſcribers are 
diſſatisfied with the terms of the ſubſcriptions, they 
may, if agreeable to them, withdraw their ſubſcriptions, 
by applying to the Steward any day between the hours 
of ten and two, till the 14th inſtant. 


By Order of the Proprietors, 
ROBERT SUTTON in the Chair. 


In conſequence of theſe reſolutions, Mr. Wade 
requeſted a meeting of all the ſubſcribers at Gyde's 
rooms on Friday the 11th, the reſolves of which 
meeting were as follow : 
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Bath, Nov. 11th, 1774. 


A* a Meeting of the Subſcribers at large, held 
this day at Gyde's Rooms, "maar to a 


public advertiſement for that purpoſe, 


Read, a printed paper intitled, © New Aſſembly 
Rooms, Nov. gth, 1774, ſigned Robert Sutton in 
the Chair.“ | 


The Gentlemen, who are Proprietors of the 
New-Rooms, having refuſed to accede to any 


equitable propoſals of accommodating the company 
who 
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who come to Bath, by uniting their Rooms with 
the original ones: We, whoſe names are hereunto 
ſubſcribed, have determined to ſupport the follow- 
ing reſolutions: ' | 

1 R ES OL VE D, New. Cox. | 

_ - 1ſt. That (with an indignation ſuitable to the 
occaſion) the ſubſcribers do accept of the proprie- 
tors* offer, and will accordingly one and all with- 
draw the whole of their money ſubſcribed, and 
will not at any time hereafter ſubſcribe or reſort to 
the New Rooms, until the authority of the public 
ſhall have been acknowledged and ſubmitted to at 
the ſaid Rooms in the terms of their former reſo- 
lutions, herein not doubting that, as it is the com- 
mon cauſe of the public, the future viſitants of 
this place will follow their example. | 


2d. That the former reſolutions of the ſubſcri- 
bers having been defeated by the moſt extraordi- 
nary condutt of the proprietors of the New Rooms, 
and being no longer pratticable (as a joint regula- 


tion) without their concurrence; that therefore the. 


execution of the ſaid reſolutions be ſuſpended far 
the preſent, and until the further order of the pub- 
lic: And that Mr. Gyde be in the mean time at li- 
berty to open his Rooms when and in what man- 
ner he ſhall ſee fitting, under the controul of the 
Maſter of the Ceremonies, returning to ſuch per- 
ſons who have ſubſcribed their two guineas to the 
balls (upon the apprehenſion of their being conſo- 
lidated at the two Rooms) a moiety of that money. 


d. That books be immediately opened at the 
Old Rooms ſor a Cotillon Ball and Concert under 
the direction of the Maſter of the Ceremonies. 


4th. That the ſubſcribers to the New Rooms be 


precluded from ſubſcribing to the Old Rooms till 
the 


or ef oo oe eo ie: 


6 


the proprietors of the New Rooms ſhall acknows 
edge and ſubmit-to the authurity of the puhlic. 


George Hunt D. Parry Tho. Gmye 
Camden W. Wickham T. Luttreit 
Southwell T. Parſons Win; 
Cha. Sedley ames Adams E. Neſbitt | 
H. Morice Downes Sam. Daſhwood | 
Rob, Waller. . Coxe Hippeſley Thomas Davies | 
. Gambier St. John Lang. Burton 
ohn Pennant L. Blackwood: yo Taſuer 1 
George Preſcott WM. Roberts Dutton *. 
R. Parſons Tho, Bateſon, ſen; Henry Sandall L 
Ja. Plunkett — Browne” Atkinſorr Holden 1 
And. Armſtrong - 1XoOm George Portis a 
Chriſt, French C. Wolſeley Rich. Bettefworth: x 


D. G. Browne Fran. Travell. Tho. Matthews 
Capel Molyneux Tho, Bateſon, jun. T. B.-Branſton: 
Mat, Bunbury, W. J. S. Waſey Wim. B. Sumner 
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B. Leeſon Sam, Borlaſe R. Leyceſter | 
W. R. Wilſon Geo; Rook Hen. Irwin. | 
W, B, Madden „Mair S. N. 1 
Wm. St, John Webb Rich, Maſter * 
B. Johnſon © B. Edwards, Seco. Phil, Towry, * 
Sam, Tor. James T. Frere Wm; Godfr 1 
John Gomm _ John Houblow- Waſtel Briſeo (3 
Charles Herbert J. Hodges. Pierce Walſh 2 
. Gordon: tus Jones Fran. Slingfby. 4 
. Jackſon Carter Thomas Davis 7 
ho. Tower Snow Wm. Chapman 3 


Henry Jones Walter Ewer Wm. Netrerville 
Wm, Marſhall Dom. Barrett Hugh Hammerſicy,. 
Rich, Coffin W. Rodbard, jun. Thomas Rogers 


John Breedon A. R. Hay W. Brodie 

Geo. Cure W. Dutton Wm. Hepburn 

Tho. Lucas Robert Waller R. Scott. 

B. Bond Hopkins James Wedbd _ Nob, Newton. 

C. Grave Hudſon Wm, Blakeney Wm, Offiey 

Iſaac Buxton W. Fitz Thomas Smith 

Staff. Squire G. Molyneux: . Creſwell 

Joſeph Walker W. Maxwell Wm, Offley 

R. Lloyd Tho. Gildert H. Martyn 

W. Rice Wm, Combes. H, Sandford. 
J. Leſlie E. Antrobus Dean Webb 

Arth, Acheſon Wm, Waller Michael Obins 

A, Maw James Smith B. Edwards 


Chriſt, Aldridge Gerard Duſign H. Buſk ' 

W, Maxwell Jos, Gordon IJ. Knight 

Joha Weſtbrook | 
F The 
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The Proprietors of the New Rooms, in conſequence 
of the ling reſolutions, deſired a meeting of the 
ſubſcribers to their Rooms the 17th; and gave notice, 
that the amuſements would in the mean time be conti- 
nued, and ſubſcriptions received, as uſual. 


A Friendly Expoſtulation. Extempore. 
* Rulers of the Upper Regions, 
'You muſt, my friends, ſubmit to legions. 
In ey'ry ſtate tis the majority 5 
That claims the ſovereign authority: 
To-numbers ſhall the few give law ? 
Can Mahomet the mountain draw ? 


In vain your ſtately rooms you boaſt: 
D-mn ye, you ſhall not rule the roaſt. 


\ Your balls, your concerts, uu cotillions, 


Are here, below, outdone by millions. 
Then do not, by your ill-tim'd wrath, 
Deſtroy the harmony of Bath: 
Where Invalids, both ſmall and great, 
Expect an indolent retreat; 
Not to be plagu'd with your d-mn'd jangling, 
Like Lawyers at a ſeſſions wrangling. 
Don't you perceive you've thinn'd the ſeafon ?— 
Unleſs then you'll ſubmit to reaſon, 
And be content with moderate gain, 
Your yapours will deſcend in rain: 
All future Company will reſent it, 
And you, my friends, too late repent it. 


Sunday night,---from our Card- ONE 
Room in the ſhaaes below. RICHARD NASH, 


To the Landlords of the New Rooms. 


AN any thing be more abſurd or contradictory than 

to tell the public, that you are wery ready to declare 

#hat you are ſure i! willbe ever your inclination as well as in- 
7 ereft , 


„ Sus. OA mc 
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tereſt, to pay the greateſt deference to the opinion of the 
public—that your chief attention has been io accommodate 
the public in as elegant a manner and at as low a charge as 
paſſible, aud however defirous you are of preſerving peace, 
and preventing any future diſturbances to interrupt the a- 
muſements of this place, yet, that you will not accede to 
the moſt reaſonable-terms' of accommodation that ever 
were offered by an inſulted public to the keepers of an 
Aſſembly Room, | 


Were not your rooms originally built from motives of 
private intereſt and reſentment, and has not your con- 
duct even from the firſt opening them to the preſent in- 
tant, conſtantly proved this, and that to oblige the 
public was never a conſideration with you; but that 
your object has ever been and is to ruin the Old City 
and Rooms ? | ; 


Do you really think that the paltry cheapneſs of your 
amuſements that you ſo much boaſt of, your one guinea 
ſabſcription, and ſix- penny tea, can be an object to the 
people of diſtinction and gentlemen who frequent this 
place, and that they do not ſee it in the light of a par- 
cel of ſhopkeepers entering into a partnerſhip to oppoſe 
and underſel an old-accuſtomed houſe, and ruin its bu- 
ſineſs, that they may monopolize the whole to them- 
lelves, and then inſult and tax the public as they pleaſe ? 


Is it not a moſt mean and contemptible conduct in 
ſome few of the reſidenters in this city, to pay no more 
for their ſubſcription to the balls for five or ſix months, 
than a ſtranger pays for two or three weeks, to be ſen- 
ſible that they enjoy the amuſements at all times and every 
ſeaſon at the expence of the ſtrangers, and yet refuie to 
return their compliment by ſubſcribing to the Old Rooms, 
and uniting the ſubſcriptions for .the public balls and 
concerts, as formerly ſettled by Mr. Naſh ? 


Are not a few of theſe conflant cuſtomers, and ſome 
proprietors, who have property in the upper town, the 
chief cauſe of the fair terms of accommodation being re- 


* jected; 
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jected ; and does it not become the real gentlemen who 
are reſidenters or proprietors at this time to ſeparate 
themſelves from ſuch chaff? 


And laſtly, ſhould not you look upon any landlord on 
the road, when you had put up at his houſe open'd for 
the accommodation of the public, if he dared to pre- 

ſcribe to you what room you ſhould dine in, what you 
ſnould have for your dinner, and at what hour, as a very 
impudent fellow; and if ſo, in what light do you con- 
ſider yourſelves in your behaviour to the public in the 
preſent diſpute ? 


* 


——ůů— 


From the Sr. Ja As's cunsox ter x. 
ANNSW ee 


| ON Bath it is a fine town, it has a great Recorder, 
Who Jigs about from room to room to keep us all 
8 in order; “ 
Decrees he formerly ſent forth, to lay men by the heels, 
Alas! that power now is loſt, for he has loſt the ſeals. 


Oh, Bath it is a fine town, it is a gallant city; 


Proprietors will not give way to ſuch a mix'd com- 
[ mittee, 


Shall limping Lords and Bully Tom direct the upper town? 

Shall _ ſet up a king of ſtraw, and ſha'n't we pull him 
own? 

Great Captain Wade, in all your life you ne'er did ſuch 

2 buy, might be jolly! 

As quarrel with your neighbours round, with whom you 


For 2 it is a fine place, and fill'd with beggars 
out ; 

No paſſage birds can keep you in, if they will have 

you out. | Now 


N. B. Lord C-md- n's party fay his Lordſhip will get an act 
of parliament to oblige the proprietors of the new rooms to en- fil 
ter into partnerſhip with the keeper of the old ones, but this 15 L 
not to take place till after next election, when his ſon is to be 
"Member for Bath, to gain which point, a truly reſpectable cha- 
radter is deſcending very low indeed. 
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Now call together all your troop, thoſe men of high renown, 
Who make themſelves of conſequence, by wandering. up 

and down, _ INI ZI 
Bean Tr-v-l ſee, juſt one remove from counter and from 


Survey the ladies one by one, and court them at his leiſure, 
Oh, Bath it is a fine place, it is a gallant city, 
Where ev'ry fool, who ſtruts and prates, may be ac- 

counted witty. 


G-mb--r ſteps forth, that man of war, and ladies' admi- 
| ration | | 1 + fy 
Conſolidate, he cries aloud, tis to 2 the nation: 
The ſcheme at once was lik'd by all, and *twas reſolv'd, 
nem. con. . 
The only ſtep that cou'd be ta'en to ſave the lower town. 
Oh, Bath it is a fine place, and it was wond'rous quiet, 
Till by Ss — um' d tyrannic ſway, and C-md-n paſs d 
E t. R 


——— — 


From the Sr. Jaurs's CHRONICLE. 
To the Right Hon. Lord CN. 


My Lord, 
AM perhaps the firſt Perſon, who (even in a news- 
paper) has ever arraigned your Lordſhip's conduct; 
and, leſt I ſhould be miſunderſtood, let me here profeſs 
the high eſteem and reſpect, I had almoſt ſaid venera- 
tion, which I bear to thoſe ſingular abilities, and that 
unſhaken integrity, with which you have diſcharged 
the higheſt law offices of this kingdom. Such abilities 
and ſuch R__— were never before united; and long 
will the ſuitors of the Court of Chancery have reaſon to 
lament your removal, however neceſſary it might be to 
the meaſures of the miniſtry. 


Having quitted that high tation, which while fo 
filled, received more honour than it reflected, your 
Lordſhip was for the firſt time reduced (if I may uſe the 
expreſſion) to a private and retired life, in which the 


ottum cum dignitate, the honourable reſt, was the leaſt 
- that 
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that could be expected from ſo great a character. How 


comes it'then'my Lord, 
<< That you unlace your reputation thus, 
- v0 And: Fend your rich opinion, for the name 
« Of a Bath-brawler ? Give me anſwer to it,“ 
And tell me, if you can, what noble end, what great, 
what generous purpoſe, could induce you to degrade 
yourſelf to ſo pitiful a fituation?  _ 4 
The diſturbances of Bath, as well as che diſturbers 


of it, have erer been moſt omg roger and ſnhould have 
'b 


dropped into oblivion unno y me, had — 1 


Lordſhip's· name given dignity to both, and 


curioſity to enquire, what motive could warrant your 
condeſcending to take a part in ſo ueſpicable a ſquab- 
ble. For this, the only reaſon that occurs.to me is the 
hope of reſtoring peace to that ſeat of pleaſure ; but how 
to reconCite "Eordiip's ronductt "rofuch a motive 
is abſolutely nd my abilities, Inſtead of ſtanding 
free and unprejudiced, the friend of merit, the protec- 
tor ofthe oppreſſed, and © the-xyowed oe only of the 
abandoned and profligate, you, my Lord, have taken 
a decided part with the friends of the Old Rooms, Have 
Juſered your name to- appear in the. public prints, as bf 
the committee, and have drawn up- atioms, which 
pon the face of them are ſo unjuſt, and injurious to the 
Proprie tors of the New Rooms, chat it was impoſſible 
To! e they could ſubmit to them. Unaequain tod as 
Lam, (and hope ever to<ontinue) with cke minute bir- 
eumſtanees of theſe diſputes, there are neverthelvis ſome 
ſacts ſo notorious, that even I-can ſtate them without 
| rive ſome former diſturbances, ſuch was the in- 
ſolence of the Proprietors ' of the Old Rooms, that it 

PP rrable do the gentry of the place, "who 
joined im a ſubſcription for erecting a new ſet of Rooms, 
which ſhould not only be more commodious and elegant 
than the Old Ones, but being the property of à num» 
der of independent Gentlemen, and mansged by er- 


vants 


6835 
vants inted-by them, the romparny would there A 
— ſecure from impofition and wiwfett, Such 
Was the origin of the N.] Rome,“ whith were no 
ſooner: opened, than one fer of che Old- ones ure tut 
up, and che vthers, which cominaed/opew under che uu- 
-fpicesof Mr. Gyde, —— that loſs of profit aid 
-6f 2 , Which Was E nee ſſury uence 6f 
— ireengnerdng — 40d 
the Jabra — conduct of th nt asl 
| The lovers af high play, and ſome 
nation, were 2 Joly 
— X—w— t: The e mpany at die 
New Rooms was ſo ſplendid and numerous, - 
withitanUung'the great expenee of the and de- 
corations, and the moderate prices at Which the Urver- 
ſions were chen afforded, che proprietors, had they bern 
Mmercenarily inclined, would ſuill have found their un- 
dertaking as Jucrativeias could reaſonabſy have dern 
defirgd ; but, uttentive rather to the 'convenience of the 
public tar to their on emolument, they have itherto 
expended che greater part of their Profits in —_— 
ments andadditiens to their otigind/1nillerrikdng.; ar ; 
by ſo Being have rendered their plan a” rms com- 
pleteſt in Pugland, if not in 8 Ius matters 
ſtood ut the beginning of the feafon, Parties were re- 
conciled, und ani ſubſided. Phe proprietor of 
the Old Reoms, enabled by te uſſiſtance Already men- 
tioned, to matte a profitable harveſt, ſeemed no 
to envy te tor Joftre of his opponents; and the 
grntlomen'of the Now Rooms having chiftifed the in- 
lence of the Old, and dfforded the public more ſplen- 
did and nt entertainments than it had ever before 
experienced, had nothing further to wiſn, but a conti- 
nuanee of peace and harmony, and ſach a moderte 
roar! from their undertuking, as migirt afford them a 


reaſonable 


* The Proprietors F theſe Noone confo/t of one Noble- 
man, tao or three Baron, [fevera! Ladies, betrauen 
thirty and ' Gentlemen, (thitfly of rank and ferture) 
and about ſix or ſeven of the principal traderref Bath. 
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"reaſonable intereſt for the money expended. When lo! 
the extreme vanity and folly of one man inſtantly ſet the 
whole place in a flame. Raiſed to a poſt at once lucra- 
. 3 and honourable, and which ſcarce re- 
quired abilities beyond thoſe of a dancing maſter, his 
were ſtill unequal to the charge; and though his inte- 
reſt, as well as the duty of his place, required in a pecu- 
liar manner, that he ſhould preſerve peace and good or- 
der, yet all could not reſtrain him; he calls a meeting, 
gets a committee appointed, and the regulations drawn 
up to which I have already alluded, burns his agreement 
with the proprietors of the New Rooms, calls the ſteward 
(whom they, and not the public, pay) into the midſt 
of an aſſembly of ſeveral hundred Ladies, and there 
diſcharges him at a moment's warning f. Theſe, my 
Lord, are, as I apprehend, undiſputed facts, and a ſpe- 
cies of conduct worthy, perhaps, of the folly of the 
chief actor, (which is pretty notorious) and of the prin- 
ciples of his boſom friend and adviſer ; but how ill does 
ſuch conduct and company become a nobleman of your 
diſtinguiſhed virtues? If I am rightly informed, your 
character as a huſband, a father, a neighbour, is ſcarce 
leſs exemplary than as a C : How then, my 
Lord, could you ſo far ſully it, as to join yourſelf with 
ſuch unworthy coadjutors; and by giving them the ſanc- 
tion of your name, add fuel to the fire they had kindled, 
and ſet the whole town in a blaze? That you have acted 
thus with a private view of obtaining a ſeat for your ſon 
in the next Parliament, and that you and your L—y, 
after partaking for ſeveral weeks in all the diverſions of 
the New Rooms, have had the meanneſs to demand the 
return of your whole ſubſcriptions; are accuſations 
which impute an artfulneſs ſo inconſiſtent with all your 
life, that I will not believe them: But, my Lord, the 
honor of a C——=n ought not even to be 5 — 
| Rouſe 
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Þ+ II is ſaid that if the ſmalleſt oppoſition had been at- 
tempted, a ſet of myrmidons were ready to have deſtroyed 
every thing, and to have renewed the tumults aulich diſ- 
graced that tewn a few years ag. , 
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Rouſe Fourſelf, therefore, I beſeech qu, und beſore 
you quit the pleaſures of Bath, for thoſe important na- 
tional concerns, which will ſoon demand your-utmoſt 
attention; lay aſide all partial ices, and become 
either a filent ſpectator of th ty quarrels, Which 
are the are, r objects only - of 1 tle men and narrow 
. e, aſſuming for a moment thoſe —— | 
— — 

nn Hy impartiabeye, the place where!youniow 
. oint-out' to each party its:errors-iand abſurdi- 
— give to the wicked reproof, and to the ea · ad- 
vice; and add the thanks of Bath to the applauſe of 
Britain. Lam, with the profoundeſtfiecm and 0 


My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt 6betient Servant, 
An Admirer of Lord Chief Justice Pront, 
And Lord Chantillor Canidea. 


an rela 
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To the SUBSCRIBERS to every knee, vnd 
to the WORLD in res 


Sa zealous advocate ſor peace and good hu- 

mour, I humbly offer to the company the 
method of immediate reconciliation herean-after 
mentioned.------ 


If the intereſt of rides is to prevail over 
every other conſideration; and the public, πeẽ,h 
is daily changing, like the waves b a'TIVeEr, are 
to eſtabliſh laws merely to ferve private purpoſes, 
to the general diflatisfattion of the inhabitants, 
then truth, candour, and juſtice ean have dat M- 
tle inſſuenee during the orm But to the cool, 
to the thoughtful, and to the impartial, che fol- 
lowing propofals ſeem ſo — to me, that 
they may be recommended to the Public, as. a 


lure and eaſy method to give ſatisfaction, not only 
ta 
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| tothe ſubſcribers, but alſo to the inhabitants, and 


to the city. 


IT be mode of ſubſcription is a preliminary, with- 


out which the committee have reſolved to enter 
into no treaty, thinking it of abſolute neceſſity 


that the fund ſhould be united, as it is the money 


of the public. The reſpectable families ſettled in 


this city, ſay, that they are equally entitled to the 
name of the public, with reſpect to that ſubſcrip- - 
- tion, as they annually contribute their ſhare to 


it; ſo that the majority of ſubſcribers to the Upper 


Rooms have a right to manage their own money, 


and to direft by what man, and what means, ſuch 
money {hall be expended. To this mode of eſ- 
tabliſnment the new- erected public can oy no 

ne- 
ceſfity be the only motive to be aſſigned for theſe 
diſturbances. If the public (as it is now called) 


are not the major part of the ſubſcribers to the 


amuſements of each Room, they can in no ſenſe of 
the words become the public: They are lelf-created, 
and ſupported in real oppoſition to the opinion 
of the majority, who have a right to that diſtinc- 


tion, conſequently have no authority, but in direct 


oppoſition to the general ſenſe of the ſubſcribers. 
What is the real and true ſenſe of the public can 
never be known, but at a meeting where every 
ſubſcriber, to. every amuſement, can give his 
voice or ſend their proxy. For the ladies have 
certainly an equal right with the gentlemen to 
direct the amuſements, as they lately were ac- 
knowledged to have, in the election of Maſter of 
the Ceremonies. | 


My propoſals are, That the ſubſcriptions con- 


tinue as uſual to each Room: That it ſhall be * 
| | | tle 


* 
( 59 ) 

tled at .a conference how many balls ſhall be at 
each Room each ſeaſon; the books above being 
the direction, as their balls laſted the longeſt in 
the laſt year: That when there are ſubſcriptions 
enough at either Room to pay the expence of 
that Room during the ſeaſon, the overplus money 
ſhall be carried to the fund of the other Room; 
and when the expences of both Rooms are diſ- 
charged, according to the proportions to be ſettled 
at a conference, and the ſeaſon ſhall be ended ac- 
cording to the day fixed, the overplus money, if 
any at either Room, ſhall be conveyed to the 
hoſpital. Should the ſubſcriptions not prove ſuf- 
ficient to anſwer theſe demands, which is not 
very probable, each Room to ſtop their amuſe- 
ments till a freſh ſubſcription, on terms ſuiting 
the advance of the ſeaſon, as ſhall be agreed on 
by the ſubſcribers to each Room. This will, for 

certain, anſwer every a the inhabitants 
will be pleaſed that their ſubſcriptions are not 
raiſed; the company will be e cer- 
tainly will be money enough to eſtabliſh Gyde's 
Room, for the benefit of the lower town and 
invalids; and the citizens will be charmed to ſee 
the Rooms open alternately for the ſatisfaction of 
their lodgers. The ſubſcribers cannot be diſſatis- 
hed, as they will have all they wiſh for their 
money, and the money remaining, (which I pray 
God may be thouſands?!) will rejoice the Hearts of 
the afflicted and — objects in the 


creation. 


That a Maſter of the Ceremonies, or Gentleman 
Ulher, be appointed for each Room. This will 
conſolidate the minds, as well as the purſes of the 
whole company. Two gentlemen of this ſtamp are 


as neceſſary as two Rooms, for the Ra at Fans” 
8 0 
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ofithe-campany;- the emoluments will be full ſuſſi- 


cientꝰ ſor tuo gentlemen. to- live elegantly- with 
thein families as the ball on Monday laſt will fally- 
demanſtratoc Phe public will be moſt exceedingly- 
beneſited by thein emulation to e 
panyg th office will. be- deemed no ſlavery, as 
itt isi thought hy tlie preſent Maſter of — ä 
nies; andithe company wilt-be duly and decently- 
attended-to; for the-promotion- of all their amuſe- 
ment wich is by no means the oaſe at preſem; 
the ſettled inhabitants, who- are very numerous, 
andy „ will: venture to the Rooms 
under tho direſtion 1 moſt. 
approve; tho · proprietort e in no fear of 
==) 3 8 — nor the- ſubſcri- 
or diſreſpet:from a party reſent- 

— toe to be the. in. 2 om the 
other. ſide ofithe queſtion; for the opinion oſithe 
city and its inhabitants, univerſally is, that the 

cauſe of theſe diſturbances aroſe near the- very 
centre of the city. HUMAN us. 


NM. H. As the office of Maſter:of the Ceremo- 
nies is. annual, and not an inheritance; a day ought 
to, be fixed: far. the. removal. or eſtabliſhment of 
each Maſter af. the Ceremonies by: the majority of 
the. ſubſcribers. to. each Room in every autumn ſea- 
ſon... This will hang as a rod over their heads, 
and kee ihem ſervants. not. tyrants. of the com. 
munity: All. other trifling matters. to he ſettled. 


at a conſerence. 


8 
BW —— and 


Barn, Now. 16, 1774. 


Mor ATTERS relative to the well-being of this. city, 
wear at preſent but a melancholy aſpet;——A 


Jover of peace (where peace is, on many accounts, ſo 
eſſentially 


1 


eſſentially neceſſary) wiſhes to ſee three or four ſenſible, 
cool, diſpaſſionate men, appointed by the ruslLic 
BELOW, to meet-the ſame number, appointed by the 
PROPRIETORS | ABOVE, veſted with full power, by 
both parties, to unite the company, by adjuſting mat- 
ters equitably between the Upper and the Lower Rooms: 
It is now the only method by which it can be done, 
and by which it w1LL be done; provided the meaſure 
be adopted before the breach is made wider.——Sup- 
poſe three gentlemen on each fide were to meet, and 
thoſe ſix empowered to call in a ſeventh, (left a decifive 
voice ſhould become neceſſary) can there be a doubt but 
that they would ſettle the preſent diſputes in a juſt and 
equitable manner ?—In a place where ſo many men of 
ſenſe, candour, and integrity, are to be found, ſurely 
there cannot be a ſingle perſon who would ſtand forth to 
oppoſe ſo reaſonable, and indeed ſo neceſſary a mea- 
ſure: And it is ſubmitted with all due deference to the 
PUBLIC as well as to the PRIVATE party, whether it 
can now be done by any other means or any greater 


number ? 


_ 


F Proprietors of the New Rooms having 
thought proper to publiſh a vindication of their 
proceedings on a late occaſion, Mr. WADE, on be- 
half of himſelf and the public, begs leave alſo to de- 
clare, that neither he, or any of the gentlemen con- 
cerned, ever pretended to any right to the management 
of the property of the proprietors of the New Aſſem- 
bly-Rooms, or to interfere in it in the ſmalleſt degree. 
What has been done with reſpect to them has been no 
more than what he apprehends every candid and conſi- 
derate perſon will acknowledge to be the right of the 
public; ſuch as, to ſettle the times of meeting, and to 
regulate the etiquette of thoſe amuſements which they 
pay for and ſupport. Had this been looked upon as an 
uſurpation of the rights of the proprietors, it ſeems very 
extraordinary it ſhould not have been diſcovered before 


this time, ſince none of the proprietors of any of the 
8 public 
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kc rooms ever before made any complaint of it, 
vie? it was conſtantly exerciſed. 


As to the next affertion, of the public attempting to 
ibe the terms upon which the rooms ſhould be 
opened; if by this be meant the ſum of money that 
ould be paid to them for the uſe of the rooms, the 
fact is miſrepreſented. The proprietors, like the land- 
lord of a tavern, though they cannot lay down rules to 
their cu/fomers how often they ſhall come thither, may 
certainly fix the price at which they chuſe to let their 
apartments; —- and this privilege the public never at- 
tempted to diſpute. The Iatter, indeed, always ap- 
pointed a perſon to fix theſe terms previouſly with the 
proprietors, but never aſſumed any coercive right to 
eompel them to accept leſs than they thought reaſon- 
able, and in the preſent inſtance more was offered than 
even they themſelves demanded. 


As to the next thing they alledge concerning the 
precariouſneſs of their property, were public meet 
allowed to dictate to them; it may be replied, that the 
former proprietors of public rooms, and Mr. Gyde at 
preſent, never found their property leſs ſecure becauſe 
they complied with the ſenſe of the public; and next, 
that the ic meant no more by their propoſals to 
them than to fay,. Theſe are the terms on which you 
may expect our fupport and encouragement : If you 
comply with them, we will aſſiſt you; and if you do not 

with them, you muſt expect our ſupport no 
longer.” 'This was the whole of what was meant, 
'Fhe alternative was fairly propoſed, and the proprietors 
have made their choice; How far advantageouſly to 
themſelves, time will diſcover. 


I cannot help, however, obſerving one ſmall incon- 
ſiſtency in their conduct, that altho* they profeſs the 
greateſt deference for the opinion of the public, they 
have not complied with one of the propoſals which the 
public have offered, though he were only relative to 


ſuch 


— 
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ſuch things as had always been formerly acknowledged 


to come properly under their cognizance. 


Such then being the ſtate of the caſe, it feems rea- 
ſonable that they who have ſet the public at deſianee 
ſhould enjoy the advantages ariſing from it no longer, 
and for this reaſon the public have come to ſeveral reſo- 
lutions tending to ſeparate themſelves entirely from any 
connection with the proprietors, in order that they may 
ſee that no articular he of rooms, however magni=- 
cent, are abſolutely neceſſary for the aſſembling of the 
company, and that a compliance with their inchnations 
is more acceptable than the nobleſt accommodations 
where thoſe are diſregarded. With this intention only 
was the laſt article e which directs that the ſub- 
ſeribers to the New Rooms ſhould be incapable of ſub+ 
ſcribing at the others. This may ſeem an extraordi- 
aary, yet was a neceſſary ſtep. As the proprietors had 
offended the public fo groſsly, the latter were deter- 
mined to ſeparate themſelves entizely from the former, 
This was the only way to put an end to the diſputes, 
and to determine the affair. Had not this been done, 
thoſe who eſpouſed the part of the public would have 
been in a worie ſituation tlian their opponents, or thoſe 
who were neuter, ſince the latter would have had an o 
portunity of enjoying every amuſement at both the 
Rooms, and the former could only have enjoyed thoſe 
which they particularly ſupported. This it is in the 
power of the proprietors to remove at tlieir pleaſure, by 
acceding to the terms which the public offer, and which 
even they themſelves have thought advantageous, This 
would reſtore peace and harmony to the place, and de- 
ſtroy every invidious diſtinction, by uniting all in the 
common cauſe. | 


But until this be accompliſhed it is hoped that no per- 


ſon will deſert the cauſe of the public, hitherto fo nobly 
{upported, or be backward in recommending it to others: 


as a Ready perſeverance in the preſent meaſures appears 
iv be the moſt probable, and indeed, only means ot ſet- 
G 2 ling 


164 


tling the amuſements of this place on a liberal and equi- 
table foundation. Bathi, Now. 171, 1774. 
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MI Wape having declared, in behalf of himſelf 
and the public, That neither he or any of the 
4 gentlemen concerned ever pretended to any right to 
** the management of the property of the proprietors of 
© the New Aſſembly- Rooms, or to interfere in it in the 
** ſmalleſt degree, I will beg leave to ſubmit the fol- 
lowing obſervations to the conſideration of the public. 
Mr. Wade will not deny, that at the beginning of 
this ſeaſon there were eſtabliſhed at the New Rooms, a 
Ball on Mondays,—a Card night a'ways well frequented 
on Tueidays,---a Concert on V/edneſdays,---a Cotillon 
Ball on Thurſdars, He will not deny that theſe 
amuſements have been eſtabliſhed for thels three years 
paſt. He will not deny, notwithſtanding (I ſuppoſe by 
miſtake) his advertifement ſays otherwite, that by the 
reſolutions paſſed at York-Houſe on the 20th of Octo- 
ber, and confirmed on the 25th, the Tueſday's card 
night was. changed, half the concert was to be taken 
away, and the Monday's ball was not agreed to be reſ- 
tored till the meeting on the 29th; and was then done, 
as it ſhould ſeem, not becauſe there was any doubt of 
the right to take it away, but leſt Mr. Wade ſhould be 
under a difficulty in not being able to attend the ball at 
both rooms on the ſame night. —He will not deny, that 
he complained to the Steward of the New Rooms with 
ſome degree of reſentment, for his having lett them 
for a private concert in the morning without his conſent, 
or conſulting him as Maſter of the Ceremonies; and 
forbad him to do ſo again.---Laſtly, He will not deny 
having uſurped an authority of turning the ſaid Ste- 
ward out of his poſt, for having obeyed the orders of the 
Proprietors, who Pay him his wages, and to whom 
therefore he is indiſputably the ſervant. 


Now I apprehend, as the only poſſible advantage to 


be derived from ſuch ſort of property as public rooms 
IS, 
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is, the liberty of eftabliſhing ſuch amuſements at them 
as are moſt likely to pleaſe, I muſt humbly ſubmit it to 
Mr. Wade, whether he or they who pretend to a right 
of interfering in ſuch eftabliſhment, can properly be 
ſaid, according to his declaration, “not to pretend to 
* any right to the management of the property, or to 
« interfere in it in the ſmalleſt degree.” I muſt own it 
appears to me very plainly, that i any perſon aſſerts a 
right of determining for me, what is the ufe I am to 
make of my property, he does in ua /mall degree inter- 
fere in the management of it. | 


Mr. Wade further ſays, that though the proprie- 
tors profeſs the greaze/# deference to the opinion of 
the public, they have not complyed with ane of the 
5 propoſals, &c. Does Mr. Wade mean, that they 
have not diſcovered any inclination to comply in any one 
inſtance? Does not Mr. Wade know, that they had 
already agreed to ſhut up their Rooms on Fridays, to 
open them only on the alternate Sundays, and had al- 
tered the Cotillon Ball from the Thurſday to the Wed- 
neſday, that it might not immediately precede the lower 
Rooms Ball ?---Does not Mr. Wade know that, beſides 
their compliance thus far, they had agreed to a confe- 
rence in order to ſettle the other points? And does not 
Mr. Wade know, that if the confolidation of the balls 
had been given up, every other difficulty would in all 
probability have been ſettled to the ſatisfaction of both 
parties. 2 | 


Permit me now to aſk, if it can be called, with any 
degree of candour, ſetting the public at defiance ? be- 
cauſe the proprietors, at the time they are willing to 
give up a great deal, heſitate about a ſingle point, not 
on account of their own intereſt, for as Mr. Wade, 
truly ſays, *in this inſtance, more was offered than, 
they themſelves demanded,” but becauſe they firmly 
believe that the point conteſted for is diſagrecable to the 
generality of their ſubſcribers. | | 


For daring to heſitate upon ſuch a principle, and fon 
offering to return the ſubſcriptions, when the ns" 
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„ 
of doing it had been pointed out to them, by ſome of 
thoſe who no treat it with idignation,---The Rooms 
are to be deſerted; the proprietors are to be held out to 
the public as the moſt obſtinate and intereſted of men; 
a combination is to be formed, in order to prejudice the 
whole world againſt them ; and every perſon who ſhall 
reſume to ſubſcribe to their Rooms, is to be proſcribed 
m the other. Heinous as their of2nce may be, I own 


there does appear ſome degree of deſpotiſm in the pu- 
niſhment : and if I am Sohtly informed, there was 


ſome little irregularity in obtaining the reſpectable names 


at the bottom of the reſolutions of the 11th inſtant. 
hough locking the door upon a ſet of gentlemen, and 
rſuading them to ſet their names to the reſolutions, 
15 not abſolutely compulſory, yet it muſt, I think, give 
fome reaſon to ſuſpe& that it was apprehended there 
would have appeared a leſs reſpectable number of names 
to the reſolutions, if the door had not been locked an 
perſuafion had not been made uſe of. | 


If theſe are facts not to be controverted, I preſume 
they will not be thought improper ones to be laid before 
the public: Let them judge with coolneſs, candour and 
impartiality, and it is then to be hoped that the conduct 
of the proprietors will not appear in the odious light it 


| has been repreſented —Bath, Nov. 16, 1774. 


* 


— 


To the Printer of the St. James's Chronicle, 
HE Bath ballad-writer in your paper is too con- 


temptible, in matter and manner, to be noticed, 


were it not for a very falſe and illiberal note at the 


"bottom of it, meant to reflect on the conduct of one 
of the beſt and ableſt men in this kingdom. Bath wa- 
ters, thank God, have reſtored health to that Nobleman, 
and I hope for great and good purpoſes, as well as for 
the happineſs of his family, and private friends, He 
condeſcended, therefore, to endeavour to heal, in his 


turn, thoſe differences which have ariſen between the 
| | proprietors 
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proprietors of the rooms, and the public who reſort to 
them; and in all he ſaid or did upon the occaſion; he 
betrayed that ſenſe, candour, and impartiality, which 
accompanies a good heart, and an able head. He is 
Recorder too of this city, and therefore his aſſiſtance 
might by ſome be thought due; I am ſure it was by all 
diſintereſted men thought kind. The real cauſe of the 
preſent diſputes here proceeds from a deſire the pro- 
prietors of the upper rooms have to diſplace Mr. Wade; 
they cannot bear to ſee ſuch t emoluments ariſe to 
him, while they get barely zhree per cent. for their mo- 
ney ; they wiſh, fore, to pocket his emoluments, 
and put in a Maſter of the Ceremonies of their own 
choice, to be paid out of their own purſe; to effect 
which they have treated Mr, Wade with much contempt, 
and the public have in return ſhewn theirs by withdraw- 
ing their ſubſcriptions and their perſons too. How it 
may end no one can now foreſee, as at the laſt meetin 
they ſeemed all talkers and no hearers. We have lo 
the leader, and I perceive, in ſuch a caſe, a mob of 
gentlemen, or a mob of porters, differ very little, ex- 
cept in their external appearance: Paſſion, noiſe, and 
nonſenſe prevail, while thoſe who have ſenſe enough to 
direct are wiſe enough to withdraw: This was the true 
tate of the poll at Bath, when it was cloſed on Saturday 
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laſt, Bath, Now. 21, 1774. 
To the Proprietors of the New Rooms. 
GENTLEMEN, » 
W LL you hear a few words from Common Senſe on 3 
this occaſion ; for, contrary to the opinion of 1 
many others, I know that I am eſteemed by much the . 


greater part of you, I wiſh I could ſay attended to, but 
my misfortune is, that as I generally rely on truth and 
modeſty for my ſupport, my votaries, though numerous, 
are often ſilenced by a very ſmall troop headed by : 


rance and aſſiſted by falſhood and impudence.—There, 
never 


( 68 ) 


never was a 1 46 oof of my aſſertion than in the 
preſent inſtance; for — half a dozen proprietors, and 
as many more of the reſidenters, have convinced me 
how much miſchief may be done in a community by a 
' few people, if they have meanneſs, wickedneſs, 
perſeverance enough to join heartily in it.-I have 
therefore to obſerve to you, that the public have conſi- 
dered and will ſtilLaonſfider the language of thoſe few, 
as the language of your whole body, as long as you con- 
tinue to act by their advice, and *till you exert your- 
ſelves and throw off this tyranny, as deſtructive to 
your intereſts, as it is diſgraceful to your underſtandings. 

What injurious terms have this public defired you 
to accede to, that you have thus ſet your face againit ? 
To me it appears that they have treated you with the 
uſual] ſpirit, goad ſenſe, and generoſity of a Britiſh pub- 


lic. They have defired, that, by conſolidating the 


fubſcription for one ball at each Room in a week and 


- the concert, the gentlemen who reſide and thoſe who 


reſort here may be one people, and mix ſocially toge- 


ther; and ſurely the people of diſtinction who reſort here, 
map be allowed the honour of the refidenters* company 


without any diſgrace to them; your ſubſcriptions too I 
ſhould ſuppoſe would be increaſed by this means they 
have given you the cotillon ball (the moſt profitable one 
by far) entirely, and deſtred you to ſhut up your Rooms 
on thoſe nights, when you are conſcious, what is ſpent 
there does not pay you the expence of opening them— 
they have likewiſe declared, that as your rooms are very 
elegant, and you have really conducted the building and 
finiſhing them with ſpirit, you ought to be paid pro- 
r for it— that they ſhould be charged there- 


at fifteen guineas per night, and that each perſon -- 


ought to pay a ſhilling per night for the tea, as ſixpence 
is certainly a very paltry conſideration for it, not a com- 


mon inn upon the road charging leſs than nine-pence or 


ten-pence, 


Fifty years ago the company paid ſix- 
pence, when tea, foe 


ar, cream, bread and butter, &c. 


were as cheap again-as now, and the Rooms very bad. 
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Do the public treat you ill in deſiring to pay you juſt- 
ly, and adding near a thouſand a year to your profits? 


which then would not pay you higher intereſt than your 


principal laid out in a public ſcheme ſhould ſhare. 


Do they treat you ill, in thus doubling the value of 
your ſhares? as they of courſe will fell in proportion to 
the intereſt they produce ; and in offering ſuch very fair 
propoſals to you, from a deſire only of eſtabliſhing a 
laſting peace, which can only be eſfecte by conſolidating 
the ſubſcription and by the reſidenters and ſtrangers 
ſubſcribing fairly and mixing together, and putting an 
end to that party, which a few wicked and intereſted 
people promote, and which will otherwiſe every year 
increaſe, perhaps, in the end, to the ruin of the 


whole city. | 


If this is treating you ill, what think you of the in- 
habitants conduct? Who, we are told,“ have been i- 
** dividually applied to, and declare, one and all, that 
*« if you don't continue to impoſe on the ſtrangers, by 
*« furniſhing them with fidlers, bread and butter, &c. 
Kc. at their expence, they will be your conflant cuſto- 
* mers and ſpbſcribe their mites no longer” — but this, 
I am confident, from a perſonal knowledge I have of 
the gentlemen, they could not be mean enough to de- 
fire, and is of courſe as falſe as the reſt of his aſſertions, 
which he has been obliged moſt humbly and publicly to 
aſk pardon for. Thus much though I think the inha- 
bitants, from the many inſinuations that have been 
thrown out againſt them, owe to their own honour and 
reputation—either to deſire you to accede to the terms 
propoſed, and unite the ſubſcription, or let the condi- 
tion of the ſubſcription be a crown for a month—half a 
guinea for two months—and a guinea for the ſeaſon—or 
elſe that there be no ſubſcription at all, but that each 
perſon ſhall pay at the door a certain ſum to be fixed on, 
with the money for his tea, at his entrance.—By this 
means each perſon will pay equally, and the reproach be 


remoyed 
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* Vide Mr. V. 
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T HE. 
removed from the inhabitants, of their being ſupported 
in their amuſements by the ſtrangers ſubſcriptions.— To 
be ſure, by the reſidenters thus paying equally and fairly 
with the ſtrangers, it will in the end be more than dou. 
ble the expence to them, even of ſubſcribing to both 
Rooms: I would therefore recommend a AS, I 
1n preference to it—if it is but to prove that they have 
fome regard to themſelves, thong they have none to 
you, to the public, or even yours, &c. | 


COMMON-SENSE. 


Y 
—— —— — é — 


M*:; Was is extremely concerned to find his con- 
| duct on the preſent occaſion has been miſinter- 
preted into an intention to take any perſonal intereſt on 
either party between the ſtrangers and inhabitants of 
this city in the preſent diſputes. What he has hitherto 
done has been only in obedience to the commands of 
the public in general, (of which the inhabitants are a 
reſpectable part) which he is bound on all ſuch occa- 
fons to comply with as far as lies in his power. Flow- 
ever therefore the ſentiments of private perſons may 
differ concerning the propriety of the meaſures adapted 
by the public, he hopes no perſon can in candour think 
him blameable in endeavouring to carry the orders of 
the public into execution, as it muſt be evident to all 
he can have no alternative. He is deeply ſenſible of 
the obligations he owes to the ſubſcribers in general, 
both in his public and his private capacity, and hopes 
he may without preſumption be allowed to declare, that 
he looks upon himſelf as bound by every tie of reſpect 
and eſteem to.promote every thing in his power that 
can contribute to their intereſt or entertainment. If he 
may judge by the pleaſing teſtimonies of reſpect and 
eſteem that have been already ſhewn him, he does not 
| Matter himſelf in thinking that the fincerity of his pro- 
feſſion has been already. evinced by his former conduct; 
and he can with truth declare alſo, that it will ever be 
his principal ſtudy to continue to deſerve their * 
able 
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able opinion. No perfon can be more ſenſibly affected 
than himſelf at the unfortunate differences that at pre- 
ſent ſubſiſt, which, if it were in his power to accom- 
modate to the ſatisfaction of all parties, his utmoſt abi- 
lities ſhould gladly be exerted to accompliſh what he 
ſhould eſteem as one of the moſt fortunate incidents of 
his life Vov. 21. 4 | 
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Monday morning, Nov. 21, 1774. 


HE conduct of the Proprietors of the New Rooms 

is ſo warmly reſented by the public, that they 
have now no hope left, but by diſuniting their oppo- 
nents, which they are uſing every art to eld, tho? there 
is not a doubt but the order, unanimity, and perſeverance 
of this day's meeting will convince them of the folly 
of their attempt.—lIt is expected too that no b 
who is not a ſubſcriber to the lower rooms, will be ſo 
indecent as to intrude himſelf there. 


A weak and indeed diſhonourable attempt was made 
to prevail on the Company laſt Saturday to reſcind two 
of their reſolutions, by a letter being read from the 
Proprietors, merely acknowledging the authority of the 
Public, —but not /ubmitiing to it. It was however 
treated as it deſerved; and it is hoped no future attempt 
of that kind will he made upon the honour of the gen- 
tlemen who have publicly ſigned their names to, and . 
of courſe cannot recede from their refolution, ---that they 
will not at any time my fubſeribe or reſort to the 
New Rooms until the authority of the public ſhall have 
been acknowledged and ſubmitted to at the ſaid Rooms in 
the terms of their uy reſolutions,——It muſt be evi- 
dent to every perſon, that unleſs a conſolidation of the 
ſubſcriptions takes place, as well as the other reſolu- 
tions, and the inhabitants and ſtrangers are united, no 
laſting good can be effected, and the end of the meet- 
ing be rendered entirely uſeleſs. 


THERE 


( 72 ) 
BaTHn, Nov. 21}, 1774. * 


THERE never was a greater revolution in the in- 
tereſts of the Rooms in this city than at preſent; 
from the rietors of the Upper Rooms rejecting the 
fair C "ered by the pablic, the 
ple of diſtinction, &c. unanimouſly ſupport the 
LE ones, and have ſent the ſubſcribers of the others 
to Coventry.—The proprietors ſeem in the ſituation of a 
ſtate, which refuſing to ſign a very advantageous treaty of 
peace, infuſes ſuch a ſpirit of reſentment in the _— 
power, that they are conquered in their turn ; and it is 
ſuppoſed no accommodation will now take place, un- 
leſs an equal diviſion of every amuſement is agreed to 
betwixt the Rooms, At the laſt Cotillon at the up- 
per Rooms, except a few antiquated beaus for partners, 
the Ladies (in duty to the Old Folks) danced with each 
other, but are determined we kear and hope to brin 
them to reaſon, as they muſt be ſenſible how muc 20th 
the Gentlemen ſacrifice to their honour and reſentment, TH 
in debarring themſelves from their company even for one let. 
evening. Mr. Buzaglo, we hear, is contracting ff « f 
with the Proprietors for ſome machines to warm the 14 
Rooms, that no one may be afraid of coming, leſt they I. am 
ſhould catch cold from the thinneſs of the company. I « (he 
The town is exceedingly crowded, and the party and II al 
fun that reigns gives a particular pleaſure and ſpirit «ex 


to the place. * prie; 


'GYDE's ROOMS, Nov. 21, 1774 W inf: 


\ T a meeting held there purſuant to an adjourn . evo 
ment from Saturday laſt the 19th inſtant, the fol- . re 
lowing paper read : 
«© Mr, Creſpigny in the chair. 


« Mr. Burges having informed this meeting, that a 
« gentleman of the committee appointed at York- Houle, 
« mentioned to him this morning that he had the 
| | ſtrongeſt 
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« reaſon to believe, if the Subſcribers to the New Rooms 
« were diſpoſed: to. an accommodation of the preſent 
« diſputes, and would appoint any number of gentle- 
« men to treat upon a plan for that purpoſe, he had no 
« doubt but that an equal number would be deputed 
« from the Subſcribers to the Old Rooms to meet them, 
« and treat upon accommodation on a liberal and ex- 
e tenſive plan, ſetting aſide the propoſal that has been 
« made for conſolidating the balls, —Re/o/ved nem: con, 
« That it is the ſenſe of this meeting, that they are ready 
« to treat with the Subſcribers to the Lower Rooms to 
« form a mode'of accommodation, provided no plan of 
« conſolidation be contended for. | 


„Signed CLauDpz CresPicnY in the Chair. 
« Dated New Rooms, Thurſday, Now. 17.” 


And alſo read the following letter, dated Creſcent, 
20th Nov. 1774, directed To Gzoxct Huxr, Eſq. 

„81k, According to the defire expreſſed in the 
* letter I had the honour of receiving from you to day, 
I fend you 1ncloſed a copy of the reſolutions paſſed at 
«a general meeting of the Subſcribers to the ſeveral 
„ amuſements at the New Afſembly-Rooms, held at 
the ſaid rooms on Thurſday laft, 17th of November: 
] alſo repeat to you what I had before written in a let- 
ter to Mr. Matthews, that having been with the Pro- 
*« prietors of the New Rooms, who were aſſembled in a 
general meeting, they authoriſed me to ſay, that th 
are willing to allow the authority of the public in fuck 
'« inſtances as do not interfere with the management of 
their property, — to allow the right of the public in 
* chuſing their own Maſter of the Ceremonies, and in 
regulating the etiquette of thoſe amuſements paid for 
and ſupported by them. Jam, Sir, | 


« Your moſt obedient and moſt humble Servant, 
„CAE Cresricny.,” 


 Resouved, That the fourth article of the Reſolu- 
tions of the 14th of Nov. doth thereby become void. 


H | The 
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The following letter, directed to Gzoncs Hur, 
Eſq; brought down by Capt. Hadley, being read: 
„ Stk, —T am to ,communicate to you, that the 
te meeting of the Subſcribers to theſe Rooms is adjourn. 
et 64 to two o'clock this day, when we ſhall hope to be 
2 jn, poſſeſſion of the reſolution of your preſent meeting, 
er relative to the article of conſolidation. I am, Sir, 

« Your moſt obedient ana maſt humble Servant, 

| «© CLAUDE CRESPIGNyY,” 


The gentlemen of this meeting, to ſhew the fincere 
defire they have of peace on equitable terms, po kx. 
SOLVE, that the reſolution for a conſolidation be ſuſ- 

nded till the refult of the prapoſed conference ſhall be 

znown, and that Mr. Wade do carry this reſolution to 
the meeting at the New Rooms. 
That a Committee of ſix from the liſt of Subſcribers 

to the reſolutions of the 11th of November, be appointed 
to:confer with a Committee of the like number from the 
Upper Rooms, to treat upon a liberal plan of accom- 
modation.:----And;that the following gentlemen be ap- 
pointed the Committee: 


Lord Southwell, W. B. Sumner, Eſq. 
Sir Charles Setljey, Bart. | W. J. 8. Waſey, Eſq. 
George Hunt, Eſq. H. Morrice, | Eſq. 


Mr. Wade, after delivering the before-mentioned re- 
' ſolutions to the Chairman of the meeting: at the New 
Rooms, received the following. verbal meſſage from the 
meeting by Mr. Creſpigny, *©* the Subſcribers would 
.* diſpenſe with Mr. Wade's attendance at the New 
Rooms this night.“ Mr. 


Previous to this, Mr. Wade had officiated at the Cotillon 
Ball at the Old Rooms on Wedneſday the 17th, —the Cotillon 
Night at the New Rooms; and as a Cotillon Ball was alſo fixed 

for this evening (Monday the 21ſt) at Gyde's, the ſubſcribers en- 

gaged Capt, Trigg to officiate that night as Maſter of the Cer 
monies at the New Rooms, 


1 


00-5 
Mr. Wade received and brought down to this meeting 
the following paper, directed E pl” 36.4 
To GEORGE HUNT, Efq. 
Nerve Affembly-Rooms, Now. 21, 774. 
<«« Reſolved unanimouſly, that the reſolution tranſ. 
„ mitted from Mr. Hunt to Mr. Creſpigny is totally 


e unſatisfaftory and inadmiſſable, becauſe the plan of 
* conſolidation is not given up. kane 


© CLAUDE CRESPIGNY in the Chair.“ 


Which wh read,. RESOLVED, that this meeting be 
adjourned to Wedneſday next, eleven o'clock, and that 
thele reſolutions be printed. | 


GEORGE HUNT in the Chair. | 


To the PRINTER. 
. + | Now, 21, 1774. 


OME animadverſions having appeared upon Mr, 

Wade's Addreſs to the public in anſwer to that of 

the Proprietors, the following Reply to thoſe Remarks is 
likewiſe ſubmitted to pablic conſideration. as 


Mr. Wade is art accuſed of miſrepreſentatian of Ne 
own conduct, and that of the other geatlemen concerned, 
in aſſerting x that neither he-nor ey ever. 2 
© to any right or management of the rty o 
6 Mc 3-4 or to interfere in it in the alled te rec,” 
In proof of his charge the author of this paper ſays, ** Mr. 
„Wade will not den, {what I dare engage he never 
will] „that at the beginning of this ſeaſon there were 
g eſtabliſhed at the New Rooms, a ball on Mondays, a 
card night an Tueſdays, a concert on Wedneſdays, 
and a cotillan ball on Thurſdays; and likewiſe, that 
* theſe amuſements had been eſtabliſhed for three years.) 
It is alſo true, that by the refolutiqns paſſed at York- 
Houſe the 2oth of W and —— the 250» 
'2 115 that. 
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that the other alterations relative to the Tueſday's card 
night, the concert, and the Monday's ball, were made, 
It is likewiſe true, that Mr. Wade complained of the 
Steward of the New Rooms letting the rooms on a pri- 
vate account, without conſulting B as Maſter of the 
Ceremonies ; byt it is not ſo true that Mr. Wade aſſumed 
an authority of diſmiſſing the ſaid Steward from the 
ſervice of the Proprietors. 


Mr. Wade did, I believe, inſiſt that the Proprietors 
ſhould not employ him in the ſervice of the public any 
longer, as he thought the Steward had miſbehaved to 
thoſe whom he was employed to attend; but never took 
the power of diſmiſſing him upon himſeif. So far then, 
except as to the laſt article, we are agreed as to the facts; 
let us now come to the reaſoning upon them. 


And here we are ſo unfortunate as to differ as to the 
very firſt principle he aſſumes. He ſays, he apprehends 
that **the only poſſible advantage to be derived from ſuch 
% property as public rooms, is the liberty of eſtabliſhing 
« ſuch amuſements at them as are moſt likely to pleaſe,” 
Now 1 utterly deny that the Proprietor or Landlord of 
any houſe of public entertainment can have.either right 
or power of eflabliſhing any amuſements at all, but that 
fuch right can be only in thoſe who frequent them. The 
Proprietors. may indeed eſtabliſh, that their rooms ſhall 
be ſighted up on a certain day, and that the waiters ſhall 
be freſh powdered and dreſſed in their new liveries, the 
fires lighted, the tea and bread and butter prepared at 
the manufactory, and the fidlers ready to ſtrike up in 
the orcheſtra : But alas! the moſt material article of all 
is wanting, viz. the Company; the obligation of whoſe 
attendance does' not make (by their own confeſſion) a 
part of this, otherwiſe excellent, eſtabliſhment. Now 
whether their preſence be nor equally a /ine gud non 
condition of a ball, or public amuſement, as the non- 
conſolidation article to the ſettling the preſent diſputes, 
thoſe who have uſed that term ſo liberally of late may 
determine. But to illuſtrate this by a more familiar 
inſtance ;—P,_Suppofe any tavern-keeper in this = 

. ac 


( J. 
had a dinner eſtabliſhed at his houſe by a ſet of gentle - 


men on any particular day,---Monday for inſtance, for 


any length of time, and that the company who compoſe 
it ſhould chuſe, inſtead of ordering it upon a Monday, 
as before, to order it upon Friday ;---woald any perſon 
doubt their right of ſo doing? And ſhquld the Land- 
lord, on ſuch alteration, not only refuſe to provide for 
them, though it was confeſſedly in his power, but alſo 
accuſe them of violating his property in preſumipg to 
alter ſuch an eſtabliſhment without his leave; I betieve 
the world would be divided whether to condemn his in- 
ſolence, or pity his folly. I need hardly mention the 
conſequence :---His gueſts would leave him, and the 
ſame entertainment would be eſtabliſhed (by the com- 
pany, not the Landlord) at another houſe, where they 
might have the liberty of ſpending their own money, at 
what time and in what manner they choſmGGCQ. 


Inow appeal to candor and common ſepſe, if this he 
not a parallel caſe with that of the New Rooms ; and 
whether the public have not more reaſon to complain of 
them, for attempting to limit the freedom of their ac- 
tions, in fixing the day on which they are to attend the 
amuſements, than they have to blame the public for in- 
terfering in their property? Every tranſaction relative to 
property may in ſome degree be ſaid to interfere with 
it; but this can no more be ſaid of the Public in the 
preſent inſtance, than it can of a perſon's interfering 
with the property of a draper, when he fixes the day on 
which he chuſes to buy a ſuit of cloaths ; or of an inn - 
keeper, when he fixes the time he chuſes to drink a bot- 
tle of wine, Beſides, it ſhould be noticed, that the pub- 
lic havenever aſſumed any coercive power of compelling 
the Proprietors even to what they might expect from 
them, All they pretended to was to ſay, as Mr. Wade 


has mentioned in his declaration, ** Theſe are the terms 


gon which you may expect our ſupport and encourage- 
ment: If you comply with them, we will aflift you; 
if you do not, you muſt expect our ſupport no longer.“ 
And this right of choice, I hope, the Proprietors wall 
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not ſo far interfere with the freedom of the public's ae. 


tions as to deny. | 


I beg leave alſo to obſerve that, if length of time 


could be pleaded in favour of any eſtabliſhment of thi 


kind, Mr. Simpſon and Mr. Gyde had a ball twice a 
week eſtabliſhed for much above ten times the length of 
time this writer quotes in favour of the New Rooms, of 
the failure of which the New Rooms were certainly the 
cauſe ; which, according to this writer's principles 


might deſerve ſome apology. 


As to what Mr. Wade did with reſpect to the Steward 
of the New Rooms, when he let them for a private con- 


cert without his conſent, it is ſufficient to ſay, that it had 
been the cuſtom, time immemorial, to conſult the Maſter 


of the Ceremonies on all ſuch occafions ; not that he or 


the public had any right to preclude any pecuniary ad- 
vantage that the —. ax might make of the 


eir Rooms, 


when not engaged by the Public, but only to guard a. 


+ 


gainſt any uſe being made of them which might render 
them diſagreeable to the compan, afterwards. 


As to Mr, Wade's diſmifling the Steward, the fact i;, 


as has been before obſerved, miſrepreſented. He only 


inſiſted, that he ſhould not be employed again in the im- 


"mediate ſervice of the public. And certainly, as 6 


large a ſum of money is yearly ſubſcribed by the public 


for the payment of the ſervants, they have a right to in- 
| iſt on being ſerved by thoſe only who are agreeable to 


. them. 


As to the merit which the Proprietors aſſume in ob- 


- Hging the public by ſhutting up the Rooms on Fridays, 
"Tam well aſſured that was not their motive. They never 
attempted to ſhut them up until they had experienced 
that the profit got by keeping them open would not pay 


the expence o 


fire and candle; and this was not a late 


affair, or in conſequence of any requeſt of the public, 
but of (I believe) full two years ſtanding. As to the 
alteration of the cotillon ball, it might poſſibly be in 
tompliauce with the requeſt of the Public, but was rr 


* 


office, did attend and conſult with the ſeveral Commit- 


ſcribers to the Balls, among other things it was re- 


4 


ſo ſignified in the order of the Proprietors for the alte- 
ration, and therefore could not be imputed to it. Fhe 
other article relative to the conſolidation they have ſtre- 
nuouſly rejected, and conſequently no merit could be 
claimed on that account. 


i IR 


To th PRINTER. 


SIR, Bath, Nov. 22, 1774. | 


T is well known that the New Aſſembly-Rooms were 
built on a plan to be diſtin from, and unconnected 
with the Old, or any other ſet of Rooms whatſoever ; 
when they were nearly finiſhed, the Proprietors thought 
that the firſt ſtep to be taken for the regulating and ma- 
nagement of them, ,was to agree with a Maſter of the 
Ceremonies, and to have his advice and aſſiſtance in mat- 
ters they were not fo well acquainted with: Therefore, 
in November 1770, at a general meeting, they directed 
the building Committee to apply to Mr. Wade to 4now 
if he would accept of, and undertake the conduct of the 
faid Rooms as Maſter of the Ceremonies. Mr.. Wade 
was applied to, and he did moſt thankfully accept the 
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tees, approved their meaſures, and acknowledged their 
power. 


June 4th, 1771, Mr. Wade entered into and ſigned 
an engagement with the Proprietors to officiate as Maſter 
of the Ceremonies, in conſideration of having zwo balls 
in each ſeaſon, the expence of. which, (by conſent of the 
public) was to be taken out of the ball ſubſcription. 


In October 1771, at a general meeting of the Sub- 
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ſolved, T hat for the future the ſubſcribers to the ba'ls can- 
not be called together but by n1NE Laving the funmons 
(/raned with their names) on the table in the Ball Rooms, 
for the ſpace of one week before ſuch intended meeting... 

In February 1772, Mr. Wade aſſured the managing 
Committee, that he would have but one ball inſtead of 
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book for his uſe and benefit might be permitted to lie on 


_ anſwer to the letter, althou 


( $8 ) 
du in each ſeaſon 3 and at the ſame time deſired that a 


the table ; and his requeſt was complied with. 
Thus far we ſee an abſolute compact between the 


Proprietors and Mr. Wade. 


In the ſpring ſeaſon 1773, Mr. Wade began to be 
very remiſs in his attendance at the New Rooms; the 
Proprietors were unealy at it, and as they had an un- 
doubted righe-to complain, they deputed two gentlemen 


to remonſtrate with Mr. Wade; he acknowledged his 


fault, attended for a few days regularly, and then re- 
ſed. He was again remonſtrated with, he again ac- 
knowledged his fault, again mended it, and again re- 
lapſed.---The Proprietors then thought it right, from 
their general meeting, to order the letter, of which he 
has made ſo ungenerous an uſe, and which has already 
appeared in print, to be wrote to him. This letter bears 

ate the 1oth of May, 1774, long before the expiration 
of the ſeaſon. Two days after he wrote a card, deſiring 
a general meeting of the ſubſcribers might be called ſor 
the 2oth of May, in order that he might give a verbal 
he knew that the meeting 
was adjourned to the 8th of November, and that it was 
impracticable to call a general meeting before that time. 
The ſubject matter of that letter was of a private nature 


between him and the Proprietors, and ſhould have 


been diſcuſſed only between him and them at their 

meeting. 5 
Let us now examine the behaviour of Mr. Wade; he 
this ſeaſon ſuffered the ſubſcriptions to be opened, the 
balls and other amuſements to be begun, and to be car- 
ried on at leaſt a month, without hinting at or ſaying 
any thing of the matter : And though he knew the meet- 
ing of the Proprietors was ſo near, yet forgetting the re- 
ſolution of the year 1771, and that the public then were 
as much the pub/ic as thoſe who ſtile themſelves the pub- 
lic in the year 1774 ; he by cards from himſelf convenes 
a meeting, who immediately aſſume the name of the 
PuBLiC 
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PuBL1c, and form a ſet of reſolutions, in ſo dictatorial 
a ſtile, that they could not poſſibly be ſubmitted to. 


On theſe reſolutions, Mr. Wade begins his deſpotic 


reign ; without communicating (as he was ordered) the 


reſolutions of his new-acknowledged maſters, to the 
Proprietors, he took upon himſelf to write a new head 
to the ball ſubſcription ; afterwards in the ball-room, 
contrary to all order and decorum, he preſumed to diſ- 
charge a ſervant of the Proprietors for doing his duty; 
as a few days before he threatened vengeance againſt four 
poor fidlers for only intending to do theirs, and to fulfil 
their engagements, On the Wedneſday evening follow- 


ing, at the Cotillon ball, he privately calls his friends. 


together in the ball-room, for what end he beſt knows 
himſelf; but I may venture to ſay, that had not a few 
ſenſible, cool perſons interfered, no one could have been 
aniwerable for the conſequence. | 


Laſtly, His publications, his declarations, and his 
continued conduct, muſt convince every conſiderate 
5 that he ſtill blows up that flame he at firſt 

indled. 


The gentlemen who take ſo warm a part in the con- 
teſt muſt, if they let reaſon guide, be ſatisfied that Mr. 
Wade, on account of his diſpoſition, is not fit to be 
truſted with too much power; and even the little he 
ought to have ſhould be circumſcribed, They will alſo 
ſee, that to conſolidate any of the ſubſcriptions to the 
public amuſements muſt only tend to a monopoly ; and 
to deſtroy, initead of improving, thoſe amuſements ; and 
they will alſo ſee in its proper light, and approve, the 
conduct of the Proprietors. ALPHA. 
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Beyond the fix'd and ſettled rules 

_ Of vice and virtue in the ſchools, 
Beyond the lerter of the law, 

Which keeps our men and maids in awe, 
The BETTER PART ſhould ſet before em, 

A grace, a-manner, a decorum. PRIOR. 


7 HEREAS à number of gentlemen, who choſe 
to denominate themſelves the PuBLic, did, on 
the 11th inſtant, among other angry reſolutions, receive, 
adopt, and publiſh the following, viz. 


© That the Subſcribers to the New Rooms be pre- 
s cluded from ſubſcribing to the Old Rooms, till 
«© the proprietors of the New Rooms ſhall acknow- 
« ledge and ſubmit to the authority of the public.” 


And whereas the Subferibers to the New Rooms, as 
well as the Nobility and Gentry who may now, or here · 
after, reſort to this city of general amuſement and ele- 
gant pleaſure, muſt find themſelves, by this reſolution, 
to be already judged and ſentenced io an abridgment of 
their liberty :—And as the ſaid Subſcribers, notwith- 
Sanding their ſenſibility under this oppreſſion, have ex- 
preſſed their deſire, and, for the ſake of the yuBL1c 
AT LARGE, have made advances towards an agreement, 
without ſucceſs:— Therefore, at a general meeting of 
the Subſcribers to the New Aſſembly- Rooms, 1a juſtice 
to their own characters, as gentlemen, they think them- 
ſelves no longer bound to keep private their ſenſe of the 
above-recited reſolution, nor to withhold from publica- 
tion their PROTEST againſt it.— 


 Firſt,---Becauſe it was haſtily propoſed, and as haſtily 
admitted ; a mode of proceeding incompatible with their 
idea of that decorum, which ſhould ever be a rule of con- 
duct with the BETTER PART of mankind. 


Secondly,---Becauſe it 1s an uſurpation of power over 
the freedom of individuals; and appears to be void of 
any foundation in /azv, equity, or golitene/5. 

Thirdly, 


nature of it, or with the 
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7 kirdly,---Becauſe it has for its immediate object the 


i/hment of all who will not take a part in the preſent 
Hine; although they ſhould be unacquainted with the 
ts on either ſide; or 
ſhould dare to doubt whether the merits be clearer on the 
fide of the public below, or the public above. 


Fourthly,---Becauſe as long as this reſolution ſhall ex- 
iſt, the oonſequenee muſt ei ſhewing a tameneſs 
by ſubmitting, and thereby giving a ſanction to the 
power it aſſumes; or it will be a perpetual ſource of op- 
poſition and reſentment, tending to deſtroy that general 
complaiſance and good humour which have hitherto been 
the characteriſtics of BAH. 


AT a general meeting of the Subſcribers to the New 
Rooms, held at the ſaid Rooms this 22d of No- 
vember, 1774, it was reſolved, —That the above 
Proteſt be printed, and ſigned by the Chairman of 
the ſaid meeting. | 


CLAUDE CRESPIGNY in the Chair, 


—— — —-— 


Gyde's Rooms, Nov. 29, 1773. 


T a meeting held there, purſuant to adjournment 
from Monday laſt the 21ſt inſtant, | g 


 ReJalogd, That it is the opinion of this meeting, that 
Mr. Wade's attendance at theſe rooms be diſpenſed with 
on Mondays and Wedneſdays, being the ball nights at 
the New-Rooms, | 


Refokved unanimouſly, That in confideration of Mr. 
Wade's 'trouble and expences on the preſent unhappy 
differences, he be allowed an Extra BALL at Gyde's 
Rooms on Friday evening the ad of December next; 
and that the expences of the rooms and muſic be defrayed 
a; ufual out of the ſubſcriptions to the balls. TT 


That it is the opinion of the Noblemen and Gentle 
men at this meeting, that they have already evinced the 
ä moſt 
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accommodation with the Subſcribers to the New Rooms, 
which being defeated by their reſolutions of the 2 1ſt 
inſtant, tranſmitted to us by Mr. Wade, 

Reſolved therefore unanimouſly, That it be recommended 
to the Ladies and Gentlemen Subſcribers, to continue 
with the ſame unanimity to promote, as far as poſlible, 
the Amuſements at theſe Rooms; and that this meeting 
be adjourned fine die. : 


GEORGE HUNT in the Chair. 


THOUGHTS on the preſent Diſputes, ſubmitted to the 
impartial Vifitants at BaTH. ; 


1. PHE name of the Public has been ſtrangely miſ- 
underſtood in the preſent controverſy ; and where 
terms are undefined, diſputes muſt be eternal, 


e. Neither ſet of Rooms can with —— acknow- 
ledge the regulating authority of any public, but what 
conſiſts of its own ſubſcribers. 


. 3. There is a bye-law entered on the books of the 
New Rooms, (whatever may be the cuſtom of the Old) 
„ N in what manner its ſubſcribers, (that is, its 
pu lic,) are to be called together, viz. by a paper ſigned 

y nine ſubſcribers and left in the rooms for one week, 
to prevent any advantage being taken by ſurpriſe. 


4+ In the printed terms oppoſite to every ſubſcription- 
page on the ball book, it is further provided, that no 
alteration ſhall take place even in that ſingle article of 
amuſement, without the conſent of a particulariſed pro- 


portion of the ſubſcribers. 

. The meeting at York-Houſe was not ſummoned 
by public advertiſement, but by cards ſent to the houſes 
of ſome individuals, and by a perſonal intimation to 
others; many ſubſcribers being totally unapply'd to; 
and therefore had no right to appoint a committee to 

act for the public at large, 6. What= 


moſt ſincere diſpoſition to treat upon a liberal plan of 


( 85 ) 


6. Whatever deference may be due to a majority in 
conſtituting laws 4 priori, the alteration of regulations 
once ſettled and ſubſcribed to mutt depend on a totality; 
or ſuch a proportion thereof as by ſonie previous bye- 
law has been authoriſed to be looked on as ſpeaking the 
ſenſe of the whole. "ue 


7. On opening the ſubſcription, a virtual if nof a 
formal contract is entered into between the proprietors 
and their ſubſcribers, The former on their part are 
bound to furniſh the promiſed amuſements ; the latter 
on their's to be contented therewith, A tacit agreement 
ſeems likewiſe to exiſt between the ſubſtribers them- 
ſelves, by which each engages himſelf to the others not 
to diſturb the amuſements 224 have mutually agreed to 
accept. 


8. If alterations are once PRE to be contended 
for by any ſet of gentlemen, however reſpectable, in the 
midſt of a ſeaſon, unleſs in ſome regular and agreed bn 


method, the public at large will lie continually open to 


ſuch inconveniences as it now labours under. 


d . n 2 — — — 'S i” 4 1 4 


T a general Meeting of the Subſeribers to the A» 
muſements at the New Aſſembly-Rooms, held 
adjournment at the ſai” Rooms, on Thurſday the 24 
day of November, 1774, 


CLAUDE CRESPIGNY, Eſq; in the Chair, 


Re/olved, — That the apology made by Mr. Wade, in 
his ſeveral letters to the Chairman, is ſufficient and ſa- 
tis factory. 


Ręſol ved, That Mr. Wade be defired to reſume his 
attendance at theſe rooms, and to conduct the etiquet 
of amuſements there as Maſter of the Ceremonies, un 
his attendance may be diſpenſed with in form, by the 
reſolution of a future general meeting. 
Refolved, —T hat no authority in regulating the amuſe. 
ments at theſe rooms ſhall be acknowledged in any per- 
/on but their own ſubſcribers. "Subſcribers for calling 
only not to Have a vote, 


I a Glve; 
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Refolved,---That the concert ſhall not be conſidered 
as under the direction or management of the Maſter of the 
Ceremonies, : | 

KReſolwed, That it be 2 to the proprietors 
that they or Ex their rooms in the following manner, viz. 

Every day in the mornings. | n 

On Monday nights, for a general ſubſcription ball. 

On Tueſday nights, for cards and a general tea- 
drinking. | 
On Wedneſday nights, for-a cotillon ball. 
Qn-Thurſday nights for a concert. | 


On Saturday nights for tea and cards. 


On every other Sunday night. 


And that they sur up the rooms on Friday nights,” 
and on every other Sunday in the evenings. 


Reſolwed, That whereas at a meeting held at Gyde's 

rooms yeſterday morning, the Noblemen and Gentlemen | 
there aſſembled have declared it to be their opinion, hat | 
they have already  evinced the moſt fincere diſpr/ition to | 
treat, upon a liberal plan of accommodation, with the ſub- 
ſeribers to the New Rooms; the ſaid ſubſcribers to the 1 
New Rooms, (until they can be convinced that ien. I 
ing a' reſolution, till the reſult of a conference ſhall be \ 

c 


#nown, is in effect giving it up for ever) do unfortunately 


find themſelves obliged to diſſent from the ſaid opinion, 1 
and refer themſelves to the public for their candid de- { 
termination on the matter, | / 
Refolved,---That it be recommended to the Ladies n 
and Gentlemen ſubſcribers, to continue with the ſame te 
unanimity to promote, as far as poſſible, the amuſements 1 
at theſe rooms; but neither now, nor on any future oc- E 
caſion, to adopt that H and illegal policy of exclu- P. 
ding ſubſcribers to one ſet of rooms, from being admit- 8 
ted by ſubſcription into the other; on the contrary, that q 
1 


it be earneſtly recommended to them, by every means, 
to reſtore and maintain that wnanimity, harmony, and | 
| reciproce la 


„ 


#rciprocal intercourſe of polir EN ESS, which are ſuch in- 
diſpenſible ingredients in all public amuſements. 
Reſol ved, That the ſubſcribers do adjourn to this 
day ſeꝰ ennight, at eleven o'clock in the forenoon, thereby 
approving their readineſs at all times to receive and at- 
tend us any reaſonable propoſition that may be made to 
them, for furthering the peace and pleaſures of the public. 


Adjourned to Thurſday next the iſt day of December, 
at eleven o'clock in the forenoon. 


CLAUDE CRESPIGNY in the Chair. 


"OI 


To the Printer of the Morning Chronicle. 


Six, No. 4, Conch-ecurt, Gray's-inn. 


I nds lately arrived from Bath, have the pleaſure 
to inform the public, the great diſputes which have. 
lately happened there amongſt the p-emiers, reſpecting 
the behaviour of a worthy gentleman, now Maſter of the 
Ceremonies, are near at an end: Ihe whole cauſe hereof 
may be attributed to the induſtry of thuſe old animad- 
verters lately made public ment.on of, Dame Dorothy 
Daze II, the Ducheſs of Aſſur nce, &c. &c, It is 
well known the petit reſidents in this city are compoſed 
of various nations; *twould puzzle the Devil to find out 
from where they were imported, or-from whence they 
ſprung up as genteel folks: The females are noted for 
ſcaudalum magnatum here; ſurely a more diabolica! fer 
never peſtered a city, —a diſgrace to this fertile ifle! lu- 
terſering with every body's buſineſs but their own, they 
are the utter deſtruction of every family where admitted: 
How careful then ought real quality to be of what com- 


pany they keep! Nine out of ten of theſe hypocriticat 


gang put their names upon their doors, in order to make 
the world believe the houſe is their own ; when they upon. 
lofferance live upon the firſt floor in the full ſeaſon, and 
in the garret the remainder. Should Bath be filled at 
tat with a regiment of cavalry, as ſolicited for by the 
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above gentry, it may be juſtly ſaid, the Corporation 
gentlemen are men of no little conſequence. 


MILITARY FORCE'EM, 


From the Sr. Jamzs's CHRONICLE, 
To L C. » N. 


My Lord, Londen, New. 15. 


Lait week went down to Bath, deſigning to ſtay there 

ſome time; but hndiog the place in an uproar, I 
left it the next day. While at Bath I was told (but 
can ſcarce credit it) thzt your Lordſhip was the prin- 
cipal adviſer in the whole buſineſs. 15 it poſſible that 
your Lp. could recommend it to the M. C. to call the 
Steward of the New Rooms into the middle of the ball 
room, in the preſence of between two and three hun- 
dred ladies, and aſſiſt in forcing the man out of the 
room? Is it true, that your L , Lady C. and fa- 
mily, have for fix weeks attended all the amuſements of 
the New Rooms, and (becauſe the proprietors of them 
would not conſent to join with the owner of the Lower 
Rooms) have withdrawn the whole of your ſubſcriptions ? 
Have you ſigned a decree, binding yourſelf not to go to 
the New Rooms, and proſcribing every one f.om coming 
to the Old ones, who does not withdraw his ſubſcription 
from the New Rooms? If you have, England may 
thank God that you no longer hold the S---s, for hi- 
therto proſcription is unknown in this kingdom. 

A. Z. 


P. S. I am told that of thoſe who ſigned your Lp's 
excluſion bill, very near a majority of them had no 
right to ſign at all, not being ubſcribers to either of 


the ara rooms. 


— 


M WADE preſents his reſpects to the Nobi- 
lity and Hua ſubſcribers to the amuſements. 


at Gyde's Rooms: He returns them his ſincere _ 
or 
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bor having unanimouſly voted him an extra ball at the 
ſaid Rooms on Friday next the 2d of December, in con- 
- ſequence of the trouble and expences he has been at 
on the preſent unhappy differences : He humbly ſolicits 
their permiſſion to decline accepting their very obliging 
offer. | 

* .* Mr. Wade's Ball at Gyde's Rooms, for the Au- 
tumn ſeaſon, will be on Friday the 3oth of December. 


1 * _—_— 8 


To the PROPRIETORS of the NEW. ROOMS: 
Beyond the fix'd and ſettled rules 


Of vice and virtue in the ſchools, 

Beyond the letter of the law, 

Which keeps our men and maids in awe, 

The BETTER PART ſhould ſet before 'em 

A grace, a manner, a decorum ; — PrLOR. 
Something that gives their acts a light, 

Makes them not only juſt, but bright; 

And ſets them in that open Fame, 

Which witty malice cannot blame. 


Congratulate you, Gentlemen, on your taſte for poe- 

try, but if in quoting the. above fix lines, you had. 
added thoſe which follow, you would have ſhewn the 
Public, that however neceſſary Prior thought à grace, 
a manner, a decorum, to the elegant 6niſhing of the 
better ſort, yet that he confider'd juſtice and virtue to 
be the neceſſary baſe and pillar for this elegant capital, 
tho' you may not. | 


How far your printing the late proteſt is conſiſtent 
either with juſtice or politeneſs, the Public will judge. 
It is above a month, I believe, ſince this reſolu- 
tion amongſt others was printed by order of the Com- 
mittee of Noblemen and Gentlemen choſen by the Public 
at large at a very numerous meeting at the 'Townhall in 
this City; you have been four or five weeks manufac- 
turing, trimming, and poliſhing this elegant proteſt, 
and at laſt out it comes, but unfortunately three days 
13 alter 
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aſter the very reſolution has been declared void which 
it E againſt.Now I cannot conceive that, after 
a ſuppoſed grievance is remoy'd, it is either juſt or con- 
ſiſtent with good · manners, to proteſt aga'nſt, or to re- 
flect on it in every ſubſequent publication. Vour cauſe 
muſt ſurely be very — when you have nothing left 
to complain of, but what has been remedied. For my 
own part, and I am not ſingular in my opinion, I think 
the Committee have acted too delicately by you, in giv- 
ing up that amicable and legal reſolution you complain 
of; it was enter'd into not haſtily, but conſiderately, and 
on the juſteſt motives ; that of bringing theſe Diſputes 
to a ſhort and fair iſſue, by directing the Subſcribers, 
as voters at an election, to ſign for whatever Candidate 
they thought moſt deſerving ; when à majority on one 
fide or the other would ſoon have appear d, and the leſſer 


party, it was preſumed, would have yielded to the terms 


of the greater ; and in this you muſt have had a great 

advantage, ſrom the number of Proprietars and Refi- 

denters who ſubſcrihe to your Rooms, nor could it have 

been otherwiſe than agreeable to you, had your printed 

declaration been ſincere, that you were /ure it auculd ever 

be your inclination as wel! as intereſt, to pay the greateft- 
deference to the opinion of the public, and that yeu theught 
the names ſubſcribsd to your terms, muſt be the ſurc/? Guide 
to diſcover the real opinion of the Public. 


If it be aſk'd why I direct my letter to the Proprictors 
of the New Rooms, inſtead of the Subſcribers, I anſwer, 
the attempt to ſhift this diſpute from the Keepers of the 
New Rooms to the Subſcribers will not paſs, —as it mult 
be evident to every perſon, that it is rather a change of 
names than perſons, the Subſcribers in a great meaſure 
conſiſting of the Proprietors and Reſidenters, a leaven 


that, I fear, will ever give a ſourneſs to the whele body; 


J can only thereforc, conſider myſelf as addreſſing the 
ſame people. 
It is not unpleaſant to obſerve, how 10u labour to 


cal from the Committee, appointed by the Pub/i: really 


«4 largry the generous motives oa which they framed 
dꝛis 
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this oppoſition and their reſolutions, and to in finua 
their room, the very charges that have been fo juſtly 
brought againſt yourſelves ; . yet however artfully you 
may attempt to miſrepreſent thoſe reſolutions, gloſs over 
your own conduct, and lead the public from the original 
cauſe of the diſputes, two truths are ſtrongly . 
and you cannot, nor indeed do you attempt to contradict 
them. — That ſeventy perſons, aided by others who have 
houſes, &c. in the Upper Town, with peculiar injuſtice 
and inhumanity, enter'd into a combination to ruin the 
Rooms and property of many of the Inhabitants of the 
Old City, and to gain a monapoly of the amuſements, 
by every art and intereſt they could uſe with the Public, 
their Relations, Friends, Connections, &c.----what in- 
ſolent, intereſted and arbitrary uſe, when you had gain'd, 
you would have made of this monopoly; is equally clear, 
from your attempt to make the Maſter of the Ceremonies 
your Servant inſtead of the Public's, and directing the 
uſe of their ſubſcription money as you thought proper. 
—— The meannelſs of ſome of the Reſidenters likewiſe 
1s as apparent, who would take every advantege of the 
Strangers? Subſcriptions, without making the leaſt re- 
turn, which, if they perſiſt in, they will certainly be 
left to enjoy the benefit of their own ſubſcriptions alone. 


The Lower Rooms have now mych more than an e- 
qual ſhare of the Company, and however you may flatter 
yourſelves that this ſpirit will decline with the ſeaſon, 
be aſſured it will revive with the ſpring and grow ſtronger 
each returning vear. But as you ſeem lately to have 
read ſome Right Honourable letters, and ſtudied the 
Graces, I will aſk you in the firſt place,---Whether ad- 
vertiſing for a meeting of the Subſcribers to your Rooms, 
and after that meeting was convened, telling one of 
your Subſcribers, Dr. Fr, a Gentleman of excel- 
lent character and talents, in a very rude manner, he 
mult go out is conſiſtent with---a grace, a manner, a 


aecorum ? | 8 
Whether telling the Public in very civil words, that 


if they did not like your terms of ſubſcription, they . 
| | might 
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might take their money, and get about their buſineſs, 


was agreeable to- 4 grace, a manner, à decorum ? 


Whether inviting Mr. Wade to reſume his office at 
your Rooms, until his attendance may be diſpenſed with 
in form by the reſolution of a future general meeting ; can 
be any ways reconciled to humanity, to Juſtice, to the 
behaviour of gentlemen who profeſs ſacrificing ſo libe- 
rally to the graces ; or rather, to uſe your own favourite 
expreſſion again, to---@ grace, a manner, a decorum ? 

And laſtly, Whether in any one inſtance, ſince you 
have open'd.your Rooms, you have paid the leaſt regard 
to any thing but your own intereſt, convenience, plea- 
ſure, -and pride; or. betray'd the leaſt ſymptom of that 
grace, manner, and decorum, you recommend in ſo pretty 


- a manner to the Setter fort at the Lower Rooms ? 


COMMON-SENSE, 


To C — Chr, Eſq. 
"Sin, 6 i 

Don't know but that you will be diſpleas'd with my 

returning you thanks in this public manner, for your 
very candid, humane, and diſpaſſionate conduct in the 
preſent diſputes it is to yourſelf, Mr. C- mberl--d, 
(who unites the man of genius with the Gentleman) Dr. 
W--ſ--n, and ſome other Gentlemen, that we owe 
the reſtoration of Mr. Wade to his office at the Upper 
Rooms; I underſtand likewiſe that you objected very 
warmly to the inſulting manner the latter part of that 
Reſolution is expreſſed in ;---ſuch a gentleman-like be- 
haviour does honour both to your underſtandings and 
feelings, as the having two Matters of the Ceremonies 
muſt have occaſioned an eternal ſeparation and diſputes, 
J hope this will pave the way to a general reconciliation, 
as every man of ſenſe laughs at the abuſe thrown out, 
pretty equally, I think, by the violent of both parties ; 
and heartily wiſhes an accommodation was to take place, 


and an end was put to this nonſen{e,---If every gentle- 
| man 
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man at both the meetings were to attend them, with a 


real deſire of contributing to the general good and peace 
of the whole city, inſtead af his own intereſt, and reſent- 
ments, or expoſing his conſequence and vanities, an ag- 
commodation would ſoon take place, 


who wiſh as weil to the Lower as Upper Town, and 1 
believe are very indifferent whether they ſhare two or 
four per cent. on their ſhares, at the ſame time that there 
may be others amongſt hem, who think and act very 
difterently.---The Reſidenters in general are gentlemen 
of excellent character, and large property, whoſe ſettling 
in this piace, it would be the higheſt abſurdity to ſay, 
has not been of infinite benefit to it. And fo far from 
regarding their guinea ſubſcription to Gyde's, I am con- 


fident that the compulſory manner of its being urged is * 


the only, and I think a very juſt reaſon far its being re- 
fuſed ;---nor had they ever an idea, I believe, or deſiye 
of being benefited by the Strangers” Subſcriptions. —— 
Is there no way of bringing together a few of the worth 

and diſpaſſionate characters (of which there are many 

of both ſides? Cannot all the Reſolutions be agreed to, 
bat the Confolidation one? and that he left to the ho- 
nour and generoſity of the inhabitants, and to be adopt- 
ed at a future ſeafon. ----It cannot, I think, be enpecled 
that the Noblemen and Gentlemen can give up any one 
of their Reſolations prior to a meeting, and then, if the 
Referees cannot agree, you are but where you were, and 


will have ſhown a real intention to put an end to all 


party. Tho firſt fide that ſhould propofe a free meeting 
of five or {ix from each party, without any prior ſtipula- 
tions, will certainly act the moſt noble and generous 
part, and if I may declare my opinion, I think, it 
ſhould come from your's ;---as you have recommended 
a grace, a manner, and a decorum, to the Gentlemen at 
the Lower Rooms, you appear in ſome meaſure bound 
x 
to ſet them the example AMICUS, 


THE 


The 1 part of the Proprictors are men of fortune, | 
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* 1 laſt Thurſday at the Upper Rooms was 


performed in the Tea Room, which at the higheſt 


calculation was not above two thirds full, inſtead of ha- 
ving their large room crouded as formerly: — The other 


amuſements there are ſupported in much the ſame pro- 


portion, whilſt thoſe of the Old Rooms are amazingly 


crouded ;— The misfortune attending this diſappoint- 
ment and falling off to is, that you ſee nothing above 
but cloudy faces, and generally the ſame faces too ;— 


whilſt at the Lower Rooms, from their having the tri- 
-umphant party, all is joy and ſociality; and from the 


ſtrangers alone ſupporting them, they have a perpetual 


variety of new company: In ſhort, it is the picture of 
what Bath was ſome few years ago. | 


— 


INTELLIGENCE EXTRAORDINARY. 


OV are deſired to inform the public, that a grand 
Turkeycock and the Engliſhman returned from 


, in compliment 


minuet with Mrs. —— and Mis 


to theſe Ladies paying ſo conſtant an attention to the 
Intereſt of the rooms.-Samuel Doodle, who is really 
no noodle, is to officiate as Maſter of the Ceremonies, 


till the Proprietors, at a general meeting, ſhall think 
proper to diſcharge him.—In S. Doodle's management 


of the etiquette of the Aſſembly, and the graceful mo- 
tions of the above minuet dancers, the company will 


be entertained with the very perfection of grace, manner, 
and decorum. By order of the Senate, UN. 


We hear that Counſellor Doodle has adviſed the Pro- 
rietors, to proſecute the Noblemen and Gentlemen who 
upport the Lower Rooms upon the act of conſpiracy : 

what will be the event of this, time only can deiermine. 

It is expected the-Proprietors will ſhortly make a pro- 
ceſſion to the Committee at the Old Rooms in ſackcloth 
and aſhes, | | 

uit talia fando 
emperet @ lachrymis ? 
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| Nov. 28, 1794. 
R. Gyde humbly begs leave to return his moſt 


Nobility and Gentry for their generous ſupport, of 
which he is duly ſenſible ; and likewiſe requeſts their 


reſpectful and grateful acknowledgments to the 


permiſſion to inform them, that as it is his duty on his 


rt to contribute all in his power to therr entertainment, 
he will take care that the Rooms ſhall be lighted up on 
Wedneſday next for the Cotillon Ball, without any de- 
duction on that account from the ſubſcription to that 
amuſement ; and will continue to do ſo every Wedneſ- 
day, during the pleaſure of the Company. K. 


To the PRINT E R. 
SIR, | Nov. 29, 1774. 


diſputes, ſo detrimental to Bath, are entirely owing to 
the conduct of Mr. Wade. Had he wanted to have called 
a meeting of the Subſcribers to the amuſements, he 
ſhould have done it by public advertiſement, and publicly 
declaring his motive; but inſtead of that, he convenes 
a meeting at York-Houſe by a card in the followin 

form, and ſent to particular perſons : X 


« Mr, Wade preſents his Compliments to 
«© —— , and requeſts the honour of his attendance 
« on Thurſday next, the 2oth inſtant, at eleven 
te o'clock in the forenoon ; to meet ſeveral gentle- 
% men, whoſe opinion and advice he intreats re- 
« lative to the amuſements of this place. 


« Bath, Oct. 17th, 1774. 


The oſtenſive motive for calling this meeting was to 
the advice of a few ſelect friends, relative to the amuſe- 
ments of Bath z—how ungenerous was it then to lay 
before them a private letter, which, as I obſerved in my 
laſt, ought only to have been diſcuſſed between him and 


he proprietors? Here was a ſecret accuſation, and the 
| 5 accuſed 


*. 


Have nothing but to ſtate matters of fact, as I did in 
1 my laſt, with very little comment, to convince the 


reaſonable part of the public, that the preſent unbappy | 
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accuſed had no opportunity of vindicating themſelves, 
Had the N then met known, or had Mr. Wade 
laid before them, the whole of the compact between him 
and the proprietors, I am perſuaded they would have 
been of the fame opinion. But unforłunately the gentle - 
men took up the matter on a different ground ; they, 
altho* a private meeting, aſſumed the name of Tux Pun- 
Lie; condemned the proprietors unheard ; formed a ſet 
of reſolutions that could not poſſibly be ſubmitted to; and 
inveſted Me. ade with an uncontroulable and unwar- 

rantable authority, even over the property of others. 
Mr. Wade infifts. himſelf under the banner of this ſelf. 
erected Public, and conithences as deſpotic a reign as ever 
did any arbitrary Prince in Eufope;—a leſſon to the 
public, teaching them how dangerous it is to lodge too 
much power in their Maſter of the Ceremonies. 

Mr. Wade's ball at the New Rvoms was on Monday 
the 14th inſtant, which he enjoyed at the expence of the 
prectuded ſubſcribers, and once, (but, alaſs! no more) a 
part of the public; he difowns them as ſuch, and accord- 
ingly quits their ſervice by the following card, viz. 

c Mr, Wade preſents his compliments to the proprie- 

« tors of the New Rooms; he begs leave to inform 
it them the PUBLIC have ordered a cotillon ball this 

„evening at the Old Rooms, and have infiſted on 

tt his attendance: Circumſtanced as he is, he has no 
e alternative. 
« Bath, Wedneſday, r6th Nov, 1774. 


Mr. Wade has acted wiſely in apologizing to the ſub- 
feribers z they have acted humanely in admitting the apo- 
logy to be ſufficient and fatisfaftory, 

He has acted wiſely in promiſing to divide his time 
% and attendance equally between both, Rooms; without 
% mention being made of permiſſion (or other terms to 
te that. effect) from the public b-/ow, to acknowledge: 
« equally the authority of the public above.” In pro- 
miſing to © obſerve an exact neutrality hereafter between 
all parties.“ And in promiſing © to abide by the 
e definition of his authority, that he ſhould never inter- 
« fere with any amuſements but thoſe belonging to the 
public ſubſcription, nor with thoſe any other ways (the 


«« plain once ſettled by the public) than to ſee them 
a | « carried 
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t carried into execution; and to attend to the decency 
« and decorum of the place. | 
The fubſeribers have acted h , on theſe pro- 
miſes, to reinſtate him in his . MI 
I cannot but here obſerve, that Mr. Wade has moww 
romiſed to do the very thing that the Proprietors de- 
red him to do in their letter of the roth of May. Glad 
am I, that he now ſees that what they aſked, is his du 
to perform.—Ought he not therefore to make fome kind 
of apology to the much-injured and abuſed Proprietors ? 
 Onght he not to labour to unite the preſent, by him, 
divided Public? | : 2 
The united Public will then ſee, when paſſion and pre - 
judice are laid afide, that the proprietors of the New 
Rooms have always chearfully endeavoured to render 
the amufements of Bath elegant, and worthy that Public 
who are to ake of them aud that they deſerve, in- 
ſtead of abuſe, public applauſe, public thanks, and public 
encouragement. ALPHA. 


— er rn rr rn tn rerr ner é 
T a general meeting of the Subſcribers to the New 
CA. Rooms, held by adjournment on Thurſday the 1ſt 
of December, 1774. 

„ Whereas the Cotillon Ball at theſe Rooms was 
changed from Thurſday to Wedneſday, in order to ac- 
commodate the Subſcribers to the Lower Rooms, who 
fiace that period have fixed their Cotillon Ball alſo on the 
Wedneſday ;—lIt is thereforg reſolved, to recommend to 
the Proprietors to return the Concert to Wedneſday, and 
the Cotillon Ball to Thurſday, as it was ſettled at the be- 
 ginning of the ſeaſon ;" 2 

Notice is therefore hereby giuen, That for the future the 
Concerts will be on Wedneſdays, and the Cotillons on 
Thurſdays. By Order of the Proprietors, WM. DUNN, 


— 


0 


| To tie PRINTER, 

| S I R, | . | : 

Paper having appeared in the laſt Bath Chronicle, 
cs Alpha, containing ſeveral invidious reflec-. 


tions on the character of the — mat of the 3 
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and tending to injure” him in the opinion of tlie public, 
the following anſwer to ſuch aſperſions will, it is hoped, 


prove ſatisfactory. And here, if I had any doubt con- 


cerning the propriety of Mr, Wade's conduct, I might 
alledge in the firſt place, that an accuſation of- this kind 
is, in the preſent ſtate of affairs, highly improper and un- 
generous. Even granting his former conduct to have 
needed an apology, after that was ſettled and the matter 
made up, a recapitulation of what had paſt, in order to 
ſtir up freſh diſcontent from a ſubject which had happened 
previous to the reconciliagion, is baſe and unworthy 
treatment. ebe 3 6 
No character in private life is more odious than that of 
one who attempts to excite quarrels afreſh, which have 
been already compoſed to the mutual ſatisfaction of the 
parties; and the ſame will hold at leaſt equally ſtrong 
with reſpe& to the public, as the influence of ſuch difa- 


greement muſt be more extenſive, and of conſequence 


more. injurious. _ 4 

But 1 do not mention the above as at all ſuggeſting 
that Mr. Wade's cauſe needed any ſupport, from decli- 
ning to enter into the merits of the queſtion. Iam ready 
to follow this writer in the courſe of all his objections, 
and to anſwer them all. 

The firſt objection which this writer makes to Mr, Wade 
js, that he called a meeting by perſonal invitation, which 
this author thinks ſhould have been done by public ad- 
vertiſement. But in my humble opinion, it is abſurd to 
cavil on ſuch queſtions. Mr. Wade did not, as this wri- 
ter uncandidly repreſents, mean to call a meeting of a 
« few ſelect friends, which 4/pha declares to be his oſten- 
ſive (in Engliſh oftenfible) motive, but of the Compan 
in general, as appeared by the number aſſembled, whic 
amounted to upwards of 200, beſides many more who 
wefe invited and did not attend. Nor did he reſtrain his 
invitation to his friends only, as appeared by his requeſt- 
ing many to attend, whom he had reaſon to think would 
not be partial to what he was about to propoſe. 


As to Mr. Wade's chuſing this method of aſſembling 
the Company, I firmly believe his only motive was to 
enſure the attendance of a ſufficient number of reſpect- 
able perſons, who, he thought, would be more induced to 


edme from a perſonal addreſs to each, than by a general 
| adver- 
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' advertiſement. He well knew bow little public invita- 


tions of the Jatter kind are in general regarded. About 
two years ago ſome gentlemen, ee was Mr. 

el and reform the 
Pauper- Scheme, but judging that on ſuch an occaſion it 
would be proper to aſſemble a number of gentlemen ſub- 


ſcribers to that charity, they directed an advertiſement to 


be inſerted in the papers, requeſting their attendance on 4 


certain day. The day came, but no perſons, except 


thoſe who had laid the plan, appeared at the place ap- 
inted.—Another advertiſement more preſſing was tlien 


ordered. and afterwards ſeveral more, but with no better 


ſucceſs; inſomuch, that at laſt the {.heme was obliged to 


be given up on that account,—When the flame is once 
kindled, T grant public meetings are eaſily aſſembled, as 


the paſſions and intereſts of mankind begin then to ope- 


rate; but at the beginning, there is in general among 


en, and eſpecivlly at ſuch a place as Bath, where plea- 


ſure and diflipation are the chief objects, a dillike to trou- 


- 


ble or hufineſs, and of conſequence a diſinclination to en- 
gage in any thing winch has that appearance. What is 
everybody's bufinefs is nobody's is an old proverb, and 


founded on juſt obſervation of what happens in the world, 


/ and never more applicable than in ſuch caſes. This, I 


truſt, will be efteemed a full vindication of Mr. Wade's 


conduct, both as to propriety and impartiality in chuting 


this method of aſſembling the Company,  _ 
The next objection which this author makes, is equally 


void of toundation. He ſays, how ungenerous it was to 


lay before them a private letter, which ought only to have 


been diſcuſſed between him and the Proprietors.” - But I 


would aſk in what ſenſe could this be called a private let- 


ter? It was written. by. between 60 and 0 proptictors at 


a a public meeting, and I am ſure its contents were of the 


molt public nature poſſible, being no leis than an uſurpa- 
tion of the authority of the public, in calling Mr. Wade 
to account by a ſet of perſoas from whom he never recei- 


ved his authority, and to whom he could never be an- 


ſwerable. Before whom then could Mr. Wade fo pro- 


perly lay this letter, as before thoſe whom it principally 


concerned? Beſides, he was bound in ſome meaſure to do 


himſelf for neglecting his duty. Had he gone to make 
2 K 2 


It, in vindication of his own character. He might juſtly 
conſider the letter of the proprietors as an accuſation of 


his 
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bis defence before them, the public might have been jufthy 
offended, by his ſubmitting the authority he received 
from the latter to any inferior tribunal. Beides, it would 
have been unjuſt, The proprietors, without even one 


upon him to make his defence, had already prejudge 


the matter, and had he ſubmitted to them, they would 
have been both accuſer and judge. To whom then elſe 


42 could he appeal? A vindication of himſelf became ne- 


ceſſary, and he applied very judicioufly to the only au- 


thority from whom he could poſſibly receive it. 


Nor is it more true, that Mr. Wade brought a . ſecret 
te accuſation againſt the Proprietors, wherein they bad 


no opportunity of vindicating themſelves.” All the pro- 
prietors without diſtinction that were then in Bath, were 


perſonally invited, and ſeme of them were preſent. How 


then could this be. ſo miſrepreſented? Did the meeting turn 
out the proprietors, as has been ſince pract iſed, or refuſe 


to bear their arguments? I believe no one will aſſert it. 
Nor did that meeting condemn the proprietors at all, 
much leſs condemn them-unhbeard, except by voting that 
Mr. Wade ſhould not be under their controul, which 
propolition they have ſince thought fo reaſonable, that 
they have acquieſced in it. Nor can J agree with this 
writer, that had the gentlemen then met known the whold 
of the contract between Mr. Wade and the proprietors, 
that it would have affected their conduct in the leaſt, ſince 
when this very contract was laid before them afterwards, 
it appeared to them to be abſurd, frivolous, and ipſo 
facto void. Mr. Wade might indeed retort this accufa- 
tion very ſeverely againſt the proprietors, whoſe conduct 
towards him, even on the ſuppoſition that they had a 
right to call him to an account, was highly unjuſtiflable, 
fince without even giving him any notice of his accuſa- 
tion, they det to cenſure him, and the ſame letter 
that brought the charge, brought alſo their condemna- 


tion of him. | 
I cannot likewiſe join with 4/ke in commending as he 
does the ſubſcribers to the New Rooms for what they have 
done, in ay yg (as he expreſſes it) Mr. Wade, ſince 
the terms in which jt is expreſſed are, in my opinion, 
highly indecent and improper.. They evidently carry a 
ſuſpicion that he would be likely to abuſe his power. If 
ſuch ſuſpicion be without foundation, ſuch a ſuggeſtion 
| 1s 
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is highly cruel and unjuſt; if well founded, it refleſts 
highly on their judgment, for their chuſing a man whom 
they believed likely to abuſe the truſt repoſed in him. 


This writer, is Jikewiſe groſly miſtaken, to uſe the 
mildeſt term, in ſaying that Mr. Wade bas now pro- 
miſed to do the very thing the proprietors deſired of him 

in their letter of the 10th of May.” I will appeal for the 
truth of this to the very letter on which I am comment - 
ing.—Does he not there ſay, Mr. Wade promiſes now 
to divide his time equally between both Rooms, which 1s 
three and four days alternately every week. But the pro- 
prietors, if I underſtand their letter right, (which I con- 
eſs is no eaſy taſk) expected him to be there not only at 
"the public diverſions, but at other times alto; when there 
was neither ball; concert, or cotillon, which is, accord- 
ing to the laſt regulation, five and fix days alternately 
every week, or, in other words,” every day the Rooms 
mould be open. Beſides, the proprietors required bis at- 
tendance in a morning, which the ſubfcribers do not ex- 
pect, it beg obviouſly incompatible with the exerciſe 
neceſſary for his health, and mareover, preventing him 
from paying that attention to' ſtrangers and people of 
rank, on their arrival here, which has been always cuſto- 
mary, and conftantly expected from him. es 
If this be the true ſtate of the cafe, (and T am not con- 
ſcious of having miſrepreſented it) the reader will ſpon ſee 
that Mr. Wade is under no obligation to. follow this wri- 
ter's advice, in making any apology to the“ much- in 
jured and abuſed proprietors, as Ah calls them. In- 
jured in their property, if by that be meant a diminuti 
of its value, I believe they are, but an apology for this 
would come more properly from the adviſers of the raſh 
meaſures they have lately adopted, than from one who 
never intended to injure them, or promoted any meaſures 
that were not for their benefit, provided ſuch were oon- 


ſiſtent with that of the public. : 
J am, fir, yours, OMEGA. 


PS. the PRINTER. 


8 1 9 > Dee 6, 177 . 
I Am very ſorry that the Maſter of the Ceremonies has 
found no better an advocate than Ouzo, who has 
really left his client's cauſe in 2 worſe condition than he 
found it, I | The 
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he want of diſcernment is poor Omega's mir/or!une 

not his fault; therefore I blame him not 
For not perceiving that a meeting, convened by cards, 

is a private and ſelett meeting, let the numbers aſſembled 


be ever ſo great. 


Nor in not perceiving that a letter from a copartner- 


ſhip, let that copartnerſhip conſiſt of ever ſo many, is as 
much a private letter as a letter from ore individual to 


. another. 
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Nor in not perceiving that to promiſe to divide one's 


time equally between two places is the ſame thing as to 
comply with a defire to devote half one's time to the fer- 


vice of one of thoſe places. 

'T adviſe this genius Omega, before he commences Cri- 
tic again, to ſtudy the Engliſi Language a little more; 
and he will then find ofezn/ve to be an Engliſh adjective, 

whilft Henſible is no Engliſh word. | 
eee avs: e * ALPHA. 


Nie COBLERS / BATH : An Allegorical Song. 
: Cobler there was; and he built him a fall, 
Sweet region of pleaſure and taſte, 
Receptacle meet for the great and the ſmall 
Sad ſoles that are running to waſte. 


Of poſſeſſion grown proud, now the cobler's decree 
he neighbourhood long to diſcloſe, | 
Men and maidens ran flipſhod to hear and to ſee, 
And ſtood on the tip of his toes. Fra 
That Mondays were pump days he deign'd to reveal, 
And importantly dealt out the news ; | 
That Wedneſdays were fix'd for nice work for the heel, 
And Thurſdays reſerv'd for old ſhoes. 


The reſt of the week to his neighbour John Trot, 
In the regions below one and all E Y | 
They — — go, or decline it, he valu'd them not, 
- 4 For a Cobler is King of his Stall. LES, fo 
The old Cobler grumbled his rival to ſee 
Aſſume ſuch a refolute face, | 


And begg'd that both ladies and gents would agree 
To humble his pride in diſgrace. 


# 
' 
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The Lords and the Ladies agreed one and all 1 


His arrogant ſchemes to undo, | 
But alas! they repair'd but the more to his Stall, 
For the world ſtill is fond of what's new. & 
Then prithee, my friends, about trifles agree, 
Full of ſweetneſs is Concord's fine floweerr,.rs&: 
This world foſters weeds, its diſtinctions are three, 
Independence, Advantage, and Power. 
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HE fame ſpirit which a few — A ve riſe- to 
T thoſe elegant Rooms that +a 8 part of 
this city, is once more on the wing; and will, it is much 
wiſhed, raiſe a. ſtructure that will equally embelliſh the. 
lower part of Bath.* 144 5 es Warte $5 1 irs 

The intended new road is well conceived and well 
conſidered . and certainly will compleat that long · wiſned 
for plan, of ayoiding the dangerous and narrow ſtreets 
(called Cheap- ſtreet, Stall- ſtreet, and Horſe- Street) in 
paſſing from the northward to the ſouthward of Bath; 
for this road will lead from Pulteney's Bridge, by the eaſt 
ſide of Gyde's Rooms, to Pierpoint - ſtreet; through that 


* Friday the ad of December Mr, Gyde laid his propoſals for 
building a New Aſſembly- Room before the Company; and the 
Wedneſday evening following the ſubſcription for carrying it 
into execution was full. The plan of the ſubſcription is the 
Tontine, or by Survivorſhip ; the number of ſubſcribers 100 
and the ſhares gol. each, for which they are to receive Three per 
Cent, to increaſe as lives drop: The new room is intended to be 
roo feet long by 46 wide; the preſent ball room is to be con- 
verted into a tea room, and the preſent tea room is intended for 
cards, The new room is to communicate with the old rooms 
by an antichamber, on the right and left of which will be draw-_ 


ing rooms, china cloſets, &c. &c. 


A Coach Road from the New Bridge on the Eaſt of the new- 
intended market, is now building on arches at the expence of 
the Corporation ; and this Road it is propoſed to continue to 
the New Ball Rooms, and from thence by the Play-houſe thro' 
Wey mouth gardens into Stall-ſtreet, the expence to be defray'd 
by the voluntary ſubſcription of the inhabitants. When theſe 
plans are carried into execution, (of which there ſeems at preſent 
hut ittle doubt) we ſhall once more ſee the Old City wear the 
ſame chearſul face it was wont to do in the days of good King 
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'fireet acroſs the ant garden to merle brit ridge carve" 
to be bui t ayer the river at 10 us at once 
the and achoĩni | 1 RN to their 

" priſtine value; the Ham gardens Will become building 

F _ gfound, and Stall, Cheap, and Horfe Streets will receive 
the ſingular ad being che quiet retired retreat 
* "5 the 3 — 1 the _ in them 

will be o heavy tax o ing paving. 

The inhabitants of the ol o ciTY ſhew a noble and com- 

mendable ſpirit, in hoping. to defray the expence of the 

few thouſands, that will attend the executi LA A a 
Ry 


8 Font, 2 — e 0 80 {of the Nene, 
but make no doubt of their being very nt: Mr. 
Oyce has pred bimſeif hy his propoſale to be an ible 
_ financier he borrows ve thouſand pounils at three per 
cent. for — erer — — — the . 
df ſurvivorſnip) and then the prineipal is to into the 
2 —— Eftate. The money thus borrowed he lays out 
_ Re a magnificent Room for the accommodation 
= - of the-Pubtic, the future: ad of his Landlord, the 
| -  -  efmolumenÞbof the OLD 0 AE „it is to be hoped, to 
- mhizown profit. 
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VINCE the laſt meeting freſh overtures for an accom®' 
modation have been made from the Up f Rooms to 


the Com below; but whether they, will be accepted 
or not, * be determined. - At — the Amuſe» 


ments, &c. at each Room are as follow: 
Nzw Roons. Monday, Subſcription Dreſs Ball. Tue days 


— 
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'M Tea and Cards, Wedneſday, Concert. Thurſday, Tone 

F g 7 Friday, ſhut, Saturday, AY and Cards, Sunday, Tea . 
=_ - Gros Rooms.——Henday, Cotillon Ball, Tueſday, Texmnd 
. Orcs. Hednoſday, Cotillon Ball. Thurſday, Tea and Catds. 
4 Friday, Sub on Den Ball. erde Tea and Cards. . 
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